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OF BITS AND BITTING

Thi!'[‘ﬂ has not, until now, bean a wall-informad,
practical and truly comprehensive guide to bits and
bridies available to the rider and horse-owner, a vacancy
which has been highlighted by the recent renewed
interest in a more thoughtful approach to bitting. With
regular reports in the equestrian media of horses
transformed by the change af a bit. from vohappy and
unhelpful performers to willing and contented partners,
horse-owners everywhere u"iLJI welcome this thorough,
authoritative book by mespected expert Elwvn Hartley
Edwards.

The enormous range of bits and bitting auxiliaries
can be both daunting and confusing, a difficulty that may
sometimes be compounded by the claims made by largely
uninformed manufacturers and by notable gaps in national
and international training. This book gives a detailed
description of every known bit in the world, explaining
the sdvantages and disadvantages, from the simple snaffle
to the subtletios of the double bridle.

Howeawer, it would be mistake to think of the bit in
isolation, There needs to be a clear understanding of the
role of the bit within the theory and practice of riding to
make hest use of the information provided here, Therefore
Elwvn examines the use of the hit and the hand within
ihe combination of the rider’s aids, including a study of
the mouth itself and those parts of the head subjected (o
bit sction. Clear explanations and advice will help the
rider select a suitable bit for their horse and suggest
which bit and bridle combinations could be used to
address various problems in the horse's way of going.

A fascinating insight into the developmaent of the
hit throngh history, and & thorough exploration of new
developments in materials and manulacture complete this

encyclopaedic guide
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in realizsing his restless ambitions and his potential to sxpand his inflo-
ence, s & result of a superior inbellect, over and within his environment

We can also appreciate the truth in the saving: “Man, encompassed by
the clements which conspired to destroy him, by beasts faster and strongar
than kimself, woold have been a slave, had not the horee made him a king
That zitiation, which conferred a previoasly unimaginable mobility, was
berenagght aboun by the crestion of @ control system based on the mouth. and
s began the history of bitting. [(The English word ‘bit"” derives from the
Anglo-Saxon bifan — to bite.)

Im thar vt psation charks (he horse comes far behind the other ani-
mals. Dogs threw in their lot with
man arcund or before 120006 as
a natural ally in the business of
hunting. By 90008 sheep, which
like cattle are more tractable than
horses, were kept in flocks. and
cattle were “enclosed” by pastoral
peoples who had forsaken the
nomadic lifestyle for thet within a
setthed community.

Ion the next 2000 years goats,
pigs and pouliry were also added
ts the list of domestic animals, as
well as the reindesr — and this is
very important in the confext of
viaine studies. The latter were
cerlainly working in sledge har.
ness in Northern Europe ly
50008 and may also have been
systematically bred as well as ridden by that date. Without much douk
they had besn “herded’, following the |||i,|.“'|'.|1nl':| pattern based on the
growth of ‘reindeer moss’, throughout Cuter Mongolia for probably 20600
vears hoefore

The exact date of horse domestication s impossible to define but evi-
dence points towards the end of the Neolithic period, between 4000 and
30008, and that it eccurred in Eurasia, being accomplished by nomadix
Arvan tribes moving in the steppe-lands bordering the Black and Caspian
Sons — an area that in Hme was 1o be the very ool kpif ol th waorld

It cam bes argueed pretty cony incingly that the first peopls (o domestcate
biorsies alroady had a tradition of mindesr hording, and they may alsa have
been riders and drivers of those animals. The swilch from reindeser (o
hisrse was facilitated by the increasing availability of the latter, and wold
have presented littke difficaliy to people familior with the manasgement of

animals, Moreover becase horses ame not restricted 1o 8 magratory ovele

they could be herded into grazing arcas. And when grazing was covered
by smow thew ware, by virtue of their strong single hoof, batter ecquipped
in forage for the food lying beneath

The actual fiding of horses as opposed 1o the herding of the animals for

meat, milk, hides and so on, cannol have been long delaved, Clearly it
wonld be more practical to direct a berd from the back of & horse than on
foot, bl it lrﬂiLl.j!‘N] some means of conbrol.

Initially the “bitting arrangement” may have been based loosely on a
memory of the roush reindeer halter, and was |||:||!J.sh||. nothing more

than a thong tied round the nose. Nonetheless, the ‘ant of bitting' advanced

rapidly in the succesding millennia as & matter of understandable urgency

—after all. as the use of horses became more widespread the survival of an
individual, a tribe or a nation was increasinsly dependent on the ability
to stoer and .:\Il:lp an 1.-1;|ui|:|.|: ||.:|11|i|:: that, in relative terms, was bex AHTIITR
bigger, stronger und faster as the methods of horse mansgement improved

Mot surprnisingly, the early horseman — who. we must remember, rode
without the sscurity afforded by a saddle for over 3000 vears and then
wititod anothet GO0 1o 70 vears for the invontiomn of the Etirrup _:||.|1 =il
great emphasis on the bit. Necessanly that pre-occupation was jusl as
muih shared ||_L'1|I||'|: Farbost JI-HIJI'I'-- whose massed formations, mpErating
on deal st and open country, dominated the rich valley lands of the
Middle East for over 2000 vears, and added a new dimension to warfare
as the forerunneer of the modern armoured division

The Hittites who defested the Egvptisns et Kadesh in 1286nc. in
what was the greatest chariot battle of antiguity. put no loss than 3500
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The resultant sharp angle increased immeasurably the restraint that
could be exverted on the mouth
Lateral contral might be accentuated by cheeks or rings fitted with
sharp burrs that pricked into the sides of the face. Their twentieth and
twenty-first century counterparts are not much different, and when one
ok the modern FEeeonhore -.r-'.'lriuu' HII:‘L'I.:I. ' |-r!t:|i'\.'i'l||'||| of thi notorions
ring hil used by MNorth African horsemen who acted as cavalry foedensti
tor the Roman leglons, omne realises thal there has been little significant
dedvance in bit design since the Celts of Gaul introduced the curb bit in
the fonrth century mel
Manetheless, although the ancient world was aware aof the curh hit =
I was cerfainly known 1o the horsemen of classical Greece, for instance
ey equestrian thinking was dominated by the snallle. a situation that
was 1o pertain up to the Middle Ages. Indeod, the horsemen of Central
Yt = the M r:|.:-'-|-: Vartars and Hung = aever did forsake i1, foF the snn
I esactly suited the forwand-style of riding adopted by thess superlative
v herd they rode with shortened feathers in a very modern cross-
rumtry sent conturies belore an American |6k kev, Tod Sloan [1874-1933)
lopted the {orward crouch that revolutionised race riding. or Federico

Hisf— 1 G007 | mvache the shoriened leather central to the Balian sistema

. THE HISTORY OF BITTING

Lavft: Aswvrien cavedry [ninth

sihipser T

tpon = @ friysie N Loenr Snoeseinansig

bitting method emgaloved

which became known as the ‘forward seat’. Lates, the
Humngarian hussars; the beau jdeal of the l|.-.|-:'l:||!.;
swilt-moving light horseman, were cast in the same
mould, eschewing entirely any sugsestion of collec-
tion which thev associated with the Renaissance

sibily

schools and which they resarded as 1

resirictive.

CAPTAINS AND RULERS

The most informative visual evidence of early bitting
developments iz provided by Assyrian artefacts
between the ninth and sixth centuries se, before the
Azsyrians gave way o the Persians as the foremost
world power”,

But before them. there are Egvplian reliefs and
tomb paintings that show fiery horses driven to char

iots and obviously effectively bridled. One of the first

records of a man sitting on an obviously spariled

men
trils his horse from a strong

i, for all the world like the mode

|'.-'\-l.-ll'|'.. 1o, 1l
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when the Greek army was savesd by his leadear-
shiph, The Covedry Commuanderand The Art of
Horsemansiup there nuns a strong eloment of
humanity, an wnusual quality to find
among the horseamen of antiguity and one
nioticeshly absent in their successors up
o perhups the twenticth century.
Xenophon's training manuals are
comprohensive and surprisingly modern
in their content. Horses are schooled to
strike ofl on the correct leg st canter; much
emphasis is given to work on the cirele o5 a
suppling and balancing exercise, and the
demi-pirouette from canter was included in the
Iraining programmme, Horses wors Ii-'|||gh1 fo iump
arross country. and (the selected “pamde’ horses performed the equivalent
of the modermn passage as a matter of course, Furthermore they were
schooled in the lovade, the High School half-rear executed with fleced
hocks. the horse ginking on his haunches while raising the forehand and
tucking up the forelegs: The prettiest feat 8 horse can do” wrote Xenophon.

The caredlly stractured training and conditioning programmes revesl also
a deep understanding of horse psycholosy; momover they are all the more
remarkable since the Groek horsemen rode withoul saddles and, in the hero-
i trackition of clissical mudity, usally withoot breaches, too. although in bat-
the they wore armaour, Naturally, vnder the clroamstances, great #mphasis was
b b0 the bl and Xenophon's writings represent the firdt, serious study of
bit construction in meiation to the horse’s mouth and the use of the bit with-
im the epectrum of effective horsemanship. (Greek horsemen also undorstond
the wse of the leg and were acoustomed to using a ghort ‘prick” spur)

The Groeek bits, all of them very modem inappearance, were snaffles,
with and without chesks and with -:_-|I'|1fl|||:.' grnthrﬂ jointed |||m1rhpi=-: ey
desigrned tosuit a variety of horses, The mouthpicce was fitted with spike
or studded rollars, ichenf — literally ‘seahorses’ - which could be small
and blunt or by degrees larger and sharpor

Bits for voung horses had smooth rollers set round the mouthpiecs, or
were fitted with small leogihs of chain like the modern ‘kevs' in a pre-
sent-day breaking snaffle. Xenophon writes of the vounp horse *pursuing
the bif with his tongue’

Thas saoft bt was always predfernsd to severs anes, and continual empha-

siven bo the desirabilily of a light. sympathetic hased. ‘T8 is nof the

TR RS

bit,” wrote Xenophon, ‘bt its use that results in o horse showing [ts ples-

frire 30 [8El bt 'r'||{-. (i ] ||-.|- ]:..||||| thote 18 fin Goed fof !:|.|r:-:I| moaslres |'||1

shonlid rather be codaxed on so that be will go forward most cheerfully in

24 s =wiil poces,”

Left: Xenophon (420-35600), a stident
of Sovrmtes, wes o soidier, historian and
agHculiuralist and iv regarmded as the
frent Mizsfor of equilation

Greek bt of 400-3008c, fitted with
chanl. The moutlpiece is severs bl

."l.'r'rlr-llr.l':q.-n s prefenemee was fod thie sall’

bt perthier tharn O 2evere one
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The quotation would not be out of place if #t were written large on the
that

walls of modern riding schools, and there are others, just as apposite

Hiustrate the approach to horses taken by the Greeks and the recognitiog

of the necessity 10 understand the equine mentality. “What is done by
compulision is dome without understanding and there is no more beauty
than in whipping or spurring a dancer.”

Nonetheless, the Greek bridle Fequently incorporsted the psalion, a
r-anoth

metal cavesson acting on the nose, a device which in one form
er had been in use for a thousand years previously. This recognition of
TiGSE |:||1§$$1_|r1,= taa S0P |'_M_|1'1 t|11_1 b-:l unri I,hs' |1:'|:|]1I1|'\.'1|:'.|'||| of noschandz that
wuould act powerfully to restrain an impetuous animal persisted into and

FHSI the ppr'inr[ of the clarzsical Renalssance schools, Indesd, it was can-

tral to the system of training well into the seventessth and eightesnth cen-
turies. Today, the Terian horseman still uses the studded coreta,-and of
COUTSE Mose pressure (8 i|||::-\5|r|'.||. 1o the 'I|'.||1:|ir|g of 1he Western horse, the
Californian reinsman having inherited his technigues from the sixteenth-
century ranqm'::!aduzr.'.'-.

The Greek horse was more oriental in charsctor than the coarser Persian

animals. and despite the influence of the psalion they carriod their beads

sl Parthean &

phiud e Fsrod
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closer to the horizonial plane, il we are (0 believe the evidence of numer-
ous statuary and reliefs. The Parthenon frieze isan example in point.

After the death of Alexander the Great in 3238 Greece reveried o a
loose confed aration of states, bat the Greek ||'|\;:||:". to the world = our mod-
ern democracies, for example — was far from exhansted. In the equestri-
an world the Greek influence would ke feli igain |s_-,' the horsemen of the
Rensissance as they re-discoverad Xenophon's works. It was not until the
sixlecnth century that a book on horsemanship that eould be compared
with Xenophon's works made its appearance. Classical Greece and Rome
I""ﬂl'l':l'l"i “ |'|‘-r:1|:|'|||||1;; Irl'l-II.JI'IIH'I' (Ri 1 1h|' iilr‘illl"i I'ﬁr |r||I:'|L'.1|IIi_ IHE‘I'IIli'!iIfIlS]'lF_" 10
the world the advantages of a rational system of order and the legacy of
demouratic governmaent,

The contribution of the supremely literate Xenophon to the advance
of horsemastership was similarly of historic proportion. It inclhuded a
siudy of bitting, and indeed it attempted, not unsuccesshully, to put the
bt izl into perspective within the overall context of riding. When the
Roman Empire finally succumbed to the onslaught of the
“barbaric’ [ie non-Greek and non-Roman) horsemen in the
fourth century AD the world, including that of the horsa,

enterod into the Dark Ages

ROME, CELTS anp CURBS

I'he Romans wers miuctant borsamen but ||1¢-_-. WO Vignrous

in the promntion of horse-breeding to produce stock for every
PUTPMSE, frosmm Codmimon |||:|||Fi':| o the prancing, >|||||1'.||£_-'|
coantivrius carrving an emperor in his trivimph. Militarily,

ey pul their trust in a I_.l_:':_r , effoctive navy and the i|r|;:||:|'|

etrable shield-wall of their superhly drilled legions. To sup-
it the latter, they ~-||||:-'I| |:u-|i the alae to cover the wings of
the army, These were made up from foreign, mercenary horsemen and it
wis through them that further developments in bitting were introduced.

ibution of the Celts marks an imporant stage in

Indeed. the con
equestrian practice. The Calts, az well as being formidable warriors, were

clever, Inventive po |i|||- who weere the iron-workers of the ancient world

and appreciated as such by the pragmatic Romans. They wers responsi-

invenhian ol tha |||||'-l wael iI s |]1ﬂ'v who intoduced

another dimension in horse-control with the curb bit, 8 concept which
bocamae almost contral to the later use of Rome's armoured cotofracti, the
hesvy cavalry that could be launched in closs formation to break bodies
ol foo soldiers. For the pomadic, swiftly moving horsemen of contral Asia
the philosophy of heavy cavalry was virfually an alien comcnt amd &0

i, was the curh bit They stuck to the snaffle which suited

| hilt-aimed-riin guerrilla tactic admirably. and lllIIlF-l"-"1Ir'II-‘-'I| LT

A utiliterioen sraffTe of the Ieen Age, firs
camltrry A, with o 1l

S]]

LiF |I‘I.I-'I': 1 fomred
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inherent skill as the world's foremost horse-archers, [Rome, too, had its

light ravalry. the clibanarii, formed of bhark an horsemen, but though

thir purpose was ¥ proy de a swiftlv-moving flank puard fo AR

as well as 1o haress, pursue and reconnoitre, they acted colesively
"||1- firm ||:1:I'.-:! o Homnan i -:'I‘:|II'|:IE'.-]r rs.|

Nonetheless, outside of the steppe-lands, it was the curb bit that would
increasingly dominate both the battlefield and eguestrian thought and
praclice, and this would be for the hest part of 1500 years afler Aitila the

o steadfast legions at

Humn, in 451, crushed forevert

the Catalaunian Fields. The Roman curb bits wars
surprisingly advanced in design, even emploving a
ported mouthpiece, bot they did not complete the

system of levers by the addition of a curb chain -
that came a little later and mav not have bean in
5_;:'|'||-r:1'| uze untll the latter part of the Middle Ages

Amaong the Roman cavalry foederati were sub-
slantial detachments of Mamidians from Nonh Affca
as well as the mysterious "X sroup, known to the
Rl::ll“d"'i as I_t]l_! "'a-l,:llijl:‘i!':"\-. TIl"'\I' ..|“'!: WeErer iil- |E:|.|:|E'|
Negroid, but though their buriel mounds are to be

foumd in Nl.lh-li,_l. .|J-:||":|',;!:|-' |:rl:'.--|'|".| ].:.;n. l.'l..lll Sudaneas
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use of the “hilse rein’ attached (o Ii!l'.'_'i of & mnetil-posed cavesson, the
studded noseband of antiquity. The horse was, indeed. literally ‘mouthed’

throwmgh the nose, control passing gr yilually from the false rein to the

fthe o waierlul curks bit

A warialion on the “false rein’ was Neweastles ‘running rein’, in real-
ity o murre sophisticated retractive force to Bex the poll so thet the face
was carried in the vertical plane, Willinm Cavoendish, Duke of Newcastle

(150921676 s acknowlodged as the salo |'||:;|| sh master and his waork

wits both recognised and admired by Guériniéne himself. His rein fas-

leniesd at the girth amd came o the hand thire 1 the side rings of the

covessan, and it was probably more effective than the conventional

O comrse, there wers cavessons of unsceeplable severity I'horras

ned the use of a ferce chain posehsamd,
aclice, a3 beifng oo sevare, "For that B
nirth the tondoer prstle of his nose boo son I'hon thieere wos the moos

rofis, mmde of twisted iron, which was ton meech aven for Grisone. He con

After the ‘lalse rein’, or perhiaj

trench’. an addition aftache

runner of the bradoon now empl
oo, @ top rein wou i b fasie

on of a Pelham

Having regard to the generally heavy and comm

availabde, it is not surprising that the early classicism
coercion applied at both ends. To perform the balance
Iet alone the ‘alrs above the ground’, collection w

severe bit in front {or, in faimess, to the threat of it tn the

and the whip and spur applied energetically 1
behind. Frequently, the whips (and wrirs:

dizmounted assistant
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PRINCIPLES AND MECHANICS

THE OBJECT

Simplistically, the bit is implicit to centrol, and when used in conjun
tion with the remaining aids serves as a sort of combined steeting wheel

{im part] and brake. In some instances that may be sufficient, but as a def

initiomn i is in ||r.:||||!'-: anid so apen to exhmsion

In rational, educated riding a primary role of the bit is to govern the
impulsion created by the legs and seat, which causes the hindless o be
engaged further under the bodv with maximom fexion of the joints The
energy, or the propulsive thrust that is produced as a result. can sither be

contained by the hand. in which case the out-

liries weill be shortened, or i can be released 1o
a predetermined degree to lower and lonsthon
the outline. In both instances the horse |
required to work within the frame imposed by
the legs at one encd and the hand at the other,

Furthermore, the direction of the forward
thrust from the muarters can he ¢ hannelled hy
the action of the kit 1o move the shoulders
position the quarters or to shilt both siualta-
||--|-|_|:L|:|' when it is .-||!_:-.|l-|:' in ome o other of
the live rein effects, discussed later in this
chapher,

It follows, of course, thet the hand and the
it '.'\.hil_:!': e, aller all. svni IMVTOUS, AR Wors

or less effective in direct ratio to the impulsion
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1 Dhrect or OpEning rein

2 Indirect rein

3 Diirect rein of oppesilion
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PRINCIPLES AND MECHANICS

making turns and riding circles when it causes hand and leg to be at
crose purposes, disturhs the rhythm, shortens the stride and impedes
orward movement. When the inside hand is applied in this way the
quarters swing outwards and the rider, in an effort 1o prevent tat
undesirable shift from the track. has (o act behind the girth with the out-

side leg, and s often instrocted (o do just that, The outward swing has

in Fact 1 eaused by the application of the inside rein and it most
surely he immatlonal In the extreme o create a problem with one action

and seek o correct it with another

4 Indirect rein of opposition in front of the withers. This is the rein that
comtrls the shoulders, moving them &/ or dght acoording 1o which
rein is applied. It also causes a secondary movement of the quarters in
the oeppisile lipection. O course, 11 can be dssd 16 meake a i on i
contre with outside bend. but its great value is as a corrective rein to

hiold o shift the shoulder ag r=:.:|-':|

5 Indirect rein of 1:]:|J|i:|h|rii||| behind the withers, 18 is e most I wvesTul

f " 1 Fi, : A 1 srhtary neti 3
and is offen termed intermediary, and sometimes

oulogised a8 the “Oueen of Reins
Directed towards the barse's opposite hip (without ever crossing the
wither = the most heinous of equestrian crimes) it moves the whole
rse sidewavs and forwards by scling on both shoulders and fLarlers

15 used in leg-vielding exercises and in the shoulder-in movement.

Part III

BITS AND
BITTING




4 Indirect rein

ab seven parts of the hors

BITS AND BITTING

BASIC PRINCIPLES

lespabie some mislern vanations in bl patkerms, e prin !.|l: 5 ol hill ng
ssuimparised as invelviee Gve prougs of bits actime on ane or mar
's haad.

Isere has been ane new cons it i history of the hil since the
nventian of the cory bit by the Calis; bt for the moment the Weilep bit
followiig a canstrdction ot e 15 mat availabide
Slvitld the Bl re-appesr 3 owould ool be oo mech o clalm et it

spresents "o new concept in bitting'. The principal feature of this nearly
tlv enginecrad piece of equipement is the cable passing through th .
it et bplessn i which tee reins ar abtached ot either end. IV allows,  weovifed a no .

35 il were, & conlingous loon between the riders

parids, atlowing him to feel with one hand the 1
fian at the other. 1§ the ' lever” cheek piace is used f .} =

0 in that part of the head. The control that .'|\.; Ly
v oenppled By the W i k& I-|I|\\.|-!"'-|| le-Faui @{JI ~ d-:L__ --:‘.EJI.I ¥
i bl moastl -:---.i.n-_ lea & very higl dogres ol Ira 5 L

nfort and is unlikely to provake resistance.) [

Bia kit eroaii Ay o .lr“l
e o d &
3 )
I'rtu""’

|
1
2 Wevmanth™Ward Union doulde bodle
1 Poellam =

5 Mose bridla, knosvn alsa as the hitkess bridle or, less correctly, & the

Al fve st on one o more of seven parts of the Boese’s hoad

THE LAW OF THE BIT

From that there follows what «

1 The tvne 03
bit @ iy fd t 1
L n 1arts the 1
TR GG TR o i
3 The effer FLIN !
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BASIC P 1HE SNAFRLE

ety some ol ariations in k I patiems, th
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e has boon one new concepl in the histor ik, Thesanepmens sab-diviio

HE af the rh kit by the Calts, bat for the o
n it irh bt by the Celts, but for the m it e enl ¢ e nnnbe of e
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1 I 1 ¥ r T v
wpresents “a new concept in bitting'. The principal be etk Eres [uw recs o1 ihe ran
: gineered piece of equipment is the cabl g e e
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s it o s Fle b
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wilhin the gron
tions on the ba
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the confusion b
imie oof their [

In many st
is wsind in conj
iary nosehands
imtrodace an a

nose,. The olvar

what and s eff

ACTION

For as long as b
bilting, 11 has b
ermplovs a liftin
of the lips, Int
tven o pro
thyrcwsahy 1 bwis eoiar
thies haemadd, nock
img a suitablo |

outlime, The bead carrbape B then higher and the focoe

is carmind neacer to th verlical plann. In that position

{1 III: HimE OLE Y -!II'III {11 erers of The mimeh an I

awire across the dower jiw, encourmaging a degree ol
Miecdom (e lalter and 6 retescton of the nose
I the more advanced outline when the head is
carriedl on, of close to, e vertical the action s
increasinglv nce e e B
INCTsasinglv across the iower jaw
sty U Batier instanoes
silfihl npward movensent agains thi comers o

he month which can, of couries, be aooentoated by

o7, *"{{ 3
i

I |
F —
¥ K

havwevor, thiers can be

Nutcracker achion of snaifle and Fanch-tink Jits
the sympathelic use of the hand 11 it becomas nec
easary o correct the outline, or the conact, by rais-
img it head

When the bit is ‘across the lower jaw” the hearing,
ifi the [Rslamie i Jutl | i _|I'||.-|-- 1,14 Gf 1he
sides of the tongue and possibly upon & part of the
II-II"'\. il‘- fof fiuch I\.II I.l IHES '.Iiillll ||'!! '\-i'.'.l' .III‘:i 1:‘I|I:II"'
of the tongue, Usually, the tongwe overfaps the bars
||:. a lifle, proteciing Ihiem from direct pressure. A
mullen mouthpiece bears more upon ihe tengue

thin otlerwise,

DIVISIONS

I'he most ahvious division in the group is

the jointed mouthpiece, with either a singl

point or with a spatula or link joining the tw
I||--:|| i -||'I||F-|i~:
moon] mouthpiece. Further divisions ot

chieks or bit rings |'|||i:|l e |

Of the thres, the shapesd mullen mouthpiec
mildest in its effect, particularly when it is thick and Similarly, a central Hnk o

made from India rebler or oven vulcanite, and even more tongue, roduces the so

1 sidles of with th

i, and the stratght-bar or mallen {hali-

BITS AND BITTING |

ke minn nction and can act strongly an the edees of the tongae

central and the underlying bars. There 18

111 1w g n §
spatulda, Iving on the

alled ‘nutcracker’ sction com

much mitigated by a thack, “at ||--..I|'|||-|| aid . ol

3 similar tendency

onventional jointed snaffle bot the action is

ur in the course, the mouthpiece by its construction allows
ronm For the tongue rather ke the port of the curb bit
15 s ilin & less sophisticated Gshion

a0 when constructed from sofl, flexible plastic materials, mensurately a5 well as lessening the direct pressure

The straight motal bar s far more saliiti

v 1 als i thie oaiside of the bais

A comparatively recent Lsorman innovation 1s

canteol/correction snaffle with either loose or esghut

wrt 5 wide and rela

rines to a lll:rnr':l mouth, Tl |

tively shallow. It sits comfortably over the tongue
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Fw over the bars and it obvistes entirely, one would
think. any possibility of the tongue being held over
the il

The only other ported mouth snaffle of signifi-

cence i the Fillis* bradeon which has a very differ-
ent character. I s suspended in the mouth rether
than resting on it. and is hinged on either side of the
et It lias proved very successiul on horses (hat

s less than comfrtable ina plain snaflle becauss

he problem is usually because the

— il |
fﬁ-—_‘iﬂ o —

r

Fillis deaatonary, The B is hinged o eftier side o P [T

i is spspanded i the mout

tongue groove s oo shallow 1o accommodate the
losmgue comb artatsly,
Mowthing or breaking bits are still mode. conven
tionally. as & straight bar bt with the addition of
ove sel in the centre of the mouthpiece. However,
jninted monthing bits with kevs sst om a central ring
e |;'1----'.-||;-I! -|-' |||-' LT TSR] Ii:I' k-,--,'-,' 510 l\.l'l'jl
thee mouth wed, ie salivating &s the resull of the horse

plaving. or mouthing’, the bit. The result of a wol,

relaxation in the lower jaw, a prime

requirement in training. Conversely, a dry' mouth

enoourages a fixed jaw and is correspondingly unre-
wensive. A sikitahli fposie G Benpainn |.-I.'r |--r|: =
ertation that, "There is a key o every hors

el i mvight b, “zalivation is il
N I'he Loriner. 1883) meight be, “salivation is the

Pelnad trainers tond ned to use breaking bits of this

rely on an Indis rubber mullen mouth snaffle, or the
mailded :'l!n‘-"ll = which are soft enough for the mouth
pieo to shape itsel§ o the jaw. The thinking behind the
preforenoe is that the horse's o l:-|||i||||.|| |||-.'\-:|I|||:||_'| ol a
key bit may, and can, become habitual and result in an
I|I|-|l'.-|l|:| head AlTiage

Where the conventional kev hit is used, greal care
must e taken in its fitting. Al ton often it is over-

large, and as if to compound the crime, it is also often

ftted too low in the mouth. The trainer is then giv-
g posibive encouragement to evasions, I iuding
that of getting the tongme over the bit.

YVoingstock are often led in a Tattersalls ring bit

which is also fitted with kews that are, 1o truth, more

r less irrelevant (o the purpose, It is. nonstheless. a
I:I-'!"u II-I'-'.I rluld form of restrainl, on & ||||| [ I||! -III
oven sharper Chifney lead bit, reforred to by its
invenior, the ineflably conceited jockev Samuel

Chifney 1753=1807). as an anti-rear bit. I one

wishd 10 #ncoumee rearing, then this is the hit for
lnday the grestest impact on bit deskgn and cor

1 - - rurl " -
truction is ||;..!.|!-.-, that of the Gorman mdustry, [t
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ars and it obviates entirely, ome would
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Mur=Riwes

{thar than thase chwinns gadvdivisions m the gromp

(here are merday arrivals Bited with mulbring chisske

They st el (e e Pelbieens andl rh YIS,

trert ek quite imwe they employ 5o cur chain, Wit is
ninfusing ks that some metivens are described varously

5 mlpvators o eilher American or Diich L

|!_| |efiniting & 'pag ales with an acrenhatod
stuallle ation o rise (e bead, ol thit s ceraknly
riol e gclic ol thise curiosasly mos-neeed bils - i.hl
{re opposibe 1o . Cimiral o the action ol the smad

e siteat e nf crir action dependent upan the
eystam ol levers, and so 40 all & wevent nal Pelbam
- curh ckaln emd all - ee Arpetine saaflle’, fi

. i 1 1
|BSEncn, |15 armant nonsense e an exampd of das

larsing ignoranen to bool. Bt then we kave lbe
Americen “long shank’ snalle, which has & chedk

which & i mome 1an a

f=7i1 115=380m] Mg ar
i ks mineas the cusbamary curh chaie
Weverilieless i oy hecawsa il is wilh s in soxe
s, thie mrult-rinyg, syt ce throe g, i
el 80 @ single monithziens & legitimate enough aml
un enatractive conpt = pechags, [mled, i
sttt el b pesgsrredie s the siath BiBling ::|I|..'”:l'il:l'.
5 10 have a multispurpose bit whes: action v
g b the pesstion of the roan, Use the min on
the top ring asd you havw erdicary snaffle wtion -
will, nearly: i Tt sizce e sall ring S0 wkich ts
ks e flachied ds sel above Lbe up win
T will also b some ecexingd dowsmmrd D EsULT
be pill, w b has the eblect o devering the bead

e the pein oo the lower fizg. and the poll pres

lmwer jow = and thal, despibe the aleence of 4 curh
Hintin, 18 sy elogn b the action of 6 cur bal. B s pes
sihle. of courss, 50 e b e an Shie bil, o on by

Ceepmian manufachavr deserilies the effoct as being thai
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It is aleo suggested tal o multi-rieg bit cam be

used with Pelkam sonndings (4 strap that joins the op { |

I; S .
howeyer, the degree of Buesee tea chtaizadile ,,-,-ﬂ'-'-g\ . _\

bé}r_';;_'__: .
\ .

}..‘

and hatinm ricgs and 10 which the mein 18 milach

wilines the bit bo [3ile moe ean & Kot fstroment

Cllviausly there ix o plece boe the multiting sna

tis unilely ko be apoepe

=
2 Like svervihimg, ihom -—r'f

e, 2¥though: foe the pr
ahln Wlting for dmssag
are i sadvanlages, and fn this melanm the construr-

Wi 15 o debead b the haind cenbee, as in the fest

dirert-rein mfecd. $a ride cincles or clemesis of cdnles,
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STRONG SNAFFLES

O soctbon of the snalifle grouping can Aghtly b
lermied a5 “slrong’ in thair effect. hviows ‘stopmrs
are the soidfles with twisted mo I|'|-|-.~ es wiilch can
b very severn if thay are of small dinmeter. A mouth-

v af twistod wire, whelher il be made of

oo o
COPPIT 1 godd, 15 harbaric and has no place n
aducaied riding

Rulbers. place] eithor mound the bil (as in classi-
citd Greece) o sed acmess e :|':-:|':'|| MR, ADE L1l
ent madtor, Such bits are far leas severe thon might be
bmapined and are eistinetly veelnl on 8 @mong, on
gring horse who has his hearl in the right place ot
iy e a bl exuberant. Rollers prevent the horse tak-
g bl ol the bt l.l.\ill:.; thia it bt his toath’),
and the movement seems (o oncoutage melaxation in
thett Dowrey jaw

hie Magenks [originally ‘WacGulness') has rollers

o S N
. -
L= g ST S —=

5o acroas e moalh. and is a delermenl 1o I|5-- ||'.|||..||
which atbompts to vvade the bit by crossing his jow.
Lgad im n =2oft, gliding movement scross the maonth b
the: fingers of each hand acting altemately, it will
brimg down the head and produce Nesion o Gie pell

anid i the lower jaw

Deserving of ik per’ ia ihe Scorrier of

Cormieh saaflle wirl e sermtoed |:u-||!||F| aie aiil o
rings, N produces a very sirong, dinect, squeERing
wblecd o Hhe mosilh I|'r|-||;_'|' the inside rings iikla heed
la {he bridle cheeks, and allows tha min to oot with
pensbilemibile foson

Even less sensible s the Y- or W-mouth with (15

two thin mouthpieces, thelr joinls sl ope on either

side. |1 can cawse pinching and houising of the lips

asld fongue and Is pot & pleasant BEL Nor, of coures,

and for much the same reasons. am the sprng ar bi
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TFie stiord clwek af the Tom Thi

v that con e exerted o

et Teip i vedy seti=itive dnonth

It is obvious that the more closely ftting the curb

chain, the less will he the rein tension nace

produce an action on the bars, longue and curb

is in irself

groove, But the length of the LT o

critical to the fitting of the curb chain, for the reason

that the eve of the upper cheek carries the curk hooks

to which the curb chain is fastenad. I needs to bo just

long enough to draw the chain into the curh groove

when the rein is applied. 100t is too long the chain is
puilled too much upwards, out of the groove and onto
the 'l!'l|.'r""'1l.'l ted Janw bones, and thers is no surer way

of causing the horse 1o poke his nose in an act of

inderst ahile resicdance, OF ourse, too loose 3 curls
hain is just as bad, for i, too, will rise ap oul of te
irhy groove 1o chale the jpw banes

Usually & curb chain, excluding the hooks, will be

pier than

1eril 10 is abwwigl 25 per cenl I

thie width of the ---..'r.|-;.----

RuLL ©F THI PORT
riticad 1o the sacteom o thee curb

e et i thee mcanthigeecs

sl aldsn, to thee horee's gicasy damme ol 1 |"|--~.'r'..||u |-|||||||.r|

— e Ahy e fomgmae o, e 5 T e ek
oy the presan } |k -|:|--"|!-|l|| s iurmd

tongamn, A very shallow port, or @ mlen moidbpioon, boars

arer Ly e Tonge thim the s of the mesth. A de
Wl e re e e s o bee rabsed il 0 o) allinees thwe
thgsien e 1o besar e dires ]y o e be
¥ viehy pEt el v rare, If thev are sof

wo for then o W 1k

contact with the roof of the mouth. In some parts of
the world that would be acceptable and even desir
abile, but the [prar tice has I:I-!II-‘H =i !'.'-|1-iE||::|:|:|1'||| ng

The golden rule. in davs whemn the subject of bil-
Iln'_i cImira 1'|J I." '1.!1 ||H:| :.“-i'.”l .|rI|J SR, g||'||| was
given the most meticulons attention, was that the
width ol the [roert should equal that of the tongue

groove of channel, ie the space under the tongne

enclosad on either side by the bars. 17§ was too nar-
row 11 would not allow safficient room for the tongue,
if too wide it wonld prevent thers being anoongh bear-
ing om the bars

By experiment and by long ohservation of many
hiindreds, |l|'|||.:||\ thoiisainds ol moullis, the coqn
sensus was thal the desirable width suiting almost
overy horze was 1408 [3d4mm), tha! measuiemen!
being based on the assumption (a very well suppon-
el onel that the width of the chanme] iz in mos
instances three-quarters the beight of the bars, the
latter being taken to be 1%in [(46mm). ((One has to
refloct that scarcely one in ten of the modern riding
population appreciaie the significance of the tongue
groove. aid may indeed never even have heard of 2!

It is nonetheless important].

SUDE YERSUS FIXED CHEEK

Modern practice inclines tosvards the use of the fixed

clusek as being more immediate and definite in its
action. In fact, however, there are good arguments in
favour of the slide cheek that are and bave been made
by le

I vas dl:_':.n--'1 that the lightening of the curb rein

ling authorities

when the harse had responded 1o the request for flex
ion al the poll and in the lower jaw allowed the mouth
|||-.'::,--'_'-.|-..||-'ig down the cheek 1|'|||n.-'-;|'-;11|:,: tho pressure

o the mouth. It was held that the action constituted &

reward for the horse’s co-operation and compliance
and was, therefore, hoth logical and landable
Howwewver, it all -{--|‘--1||'.-\. on the hit ||-':I'-_|.' L]
precisely constructed that the mouthpis v sl ddoses
glide up and down smoothly snd equally on both
sides, I the construction does not meet those crileria

them the m son Will be yneven 1o its action and

hp

caicees mise (rodble than i is worth

is the al

A furiber considerati

to oparate the curb rein indepeandently of the
B0 af 10 8 I:J-"- Lis '||:I‘ i-'-.r'.'ll resuil

On the whole, today’s bits are not made
standard and the German manufacturers, who

1153 I\.*- (11}

AVIVED 17 Max-

I doubiful, tos
whether the slide chesk has much support in current

thinking and practice

Iearning how to |

absolve the rider fron

roins with a high deg f dexteriiv
It might also be thought reasonable for the horse

to be accustomed to the varied pressures of the

curb/bradoon combination from th

being ridden in one

UsSE OF THE REINS
Usually the hradoon rein is broader than the curh

rein, bul the manner in which they are

depending on the school of thought or. p

shams. 1he
rhaps

country to which one bel
The British tendency, for instance. is to hold the
bradoon roin oulside ths lattle finges wnd outside the

» third and fourth

curh rein, which is held between ik
I

1T the: reins are reversad th

finger. In that pozition it is probable that the bradoon

reln 1% !Il"'1'l|’!l|i||

curh will be the more dominant of the twa, Tha

can then be raised by the bands being turned a linde
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th the end of th

prevents th

tegvschonis oo | hss curks feEl
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e its action. N eocs witl

+ makes periec! — bol that

BAWBURY POWER

'.|||.1'|_|-|1.|-|-'|'|- Conventional et~

i 15 regquently ¢

teerras is the Banbuiy, a bil whi
problems. It

tive whan

slmalghl-tar maulh it the cxentre bait by
11 ETEEAT 2 o b T I r the lonpus 8%

MEEANS WITHE a5 el room S I MR &
the uzigal po The cheeks are slotted o allow the

it and clamping i fi

I difficull to see how any pressure can e

i that may

brought to boar directly o

I ther reasoms why o0 seems 10 e iII"l'-lul'I:-i

b one

wiavourakly 1o the comven-

tional mouthpiece

Since the cheesks are capable of rotation it is

Ill\.l!'.'\-'.'

vs o greal varia

D e Of any

or the ndaer to dppre-

actions of the bil and bradoon, melding the two into
a4 DBArTTEORIos 'I\III:II'

When that happy state is

attarmed il 1s poss on a horse schy d to respomd

to the indications of the bridla, to obtain improvoed bal-

anoe, nutlins and movement with a -||-q.-m'- of finesse

impuossible with any other bitting arrangement

CURB CHAINS

Azwe have soef. the curb chatn gots on the curb EITVE

as an integral il:.'l of the svstem of levers enCOEging

wx aned thee posses fo e redrsctied. It is entine]s

Ul jawy o 1

1 of the bit and the ovemall success

critical 1o the acti
of the double bridle. and as such, i deseryes metioalous

attention in its choice and fitting

frcamy 1inkes val rings. They can

Chains are ma

be single links or double ones o |l|-u.':- le comlinuons

> made with broader, flut

1sh. or they can

smanth m

limds. 1 la=st twn are abwavs the most satisfactory
and are cortainly less likely 1o cause irritation

The chain can be softensd in its action by fitting a

rubber curb guard. which will also prevent chafing
However. if it is thoushl necessarv to use a robber

rarth considering a leather curb or

guard 1 is well

il shic one

!IL" on

1 Firiishedd lesther curbs swith three i

2 to 1t ek

hooks are efective

either end for faste

and comfoitible (o long &s thivw are kept lamn, soft

and suppie): they an

{zaru i-:l-ll.:l-ll. hetter, ton) it a shrapes i strip of soft redd.

lso expensive. Jus as good :
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buffale hide of pre-determined lonsth with a
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CHAPTER 3

THE PELHAM

itempting to achieve the same T It-as the comibl negE, th o ot ey
nation of bradoon and curbs bit wher pscentials 3 Palha i wh

but then neither can the snatfle take the place of the v 1 ldrtional ring

touble bridle. It should. | think. be regarded as at fastened | refore, b | to fulfil

ting arrangement in its own right. a nseful half-way functions. What 1t
Dviies Thal SUitE & murmier I hor il Fuilasr I M
the other hand. it has also to be recognised that there

B SO '-l':: 1 .-l':l. EnT I afterns hd PHRR L .".{-T]r].\-

Y
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sl in relation o the bodvy, IF the bottom pein is
emploved we have curb action. If both reins are held
in the hand, the action, it mest be prosumed, @5 some
where between the two, The play of the fingers and
more particularly. of the wrists allows for some pre-
lominance of one or other effect, but oot to ths estent
possilile with the doulde bridle, (In times past, when
THLONTE r-]n]'-h.;si-: was put on the Pelham as well as con-
-i!l!l'l-l‘:lll‘ iil""lll!l!_'. l"‘\.l-l'l:l'ii'll L § 0 III"\:I.:J'II il !1||'\.;_'1'
i sk |=Ii=.'_ d VIRang hoese would often use the bit
with the reins beine held in st iale: hands in ordes
i

That is ||-:|--i|r|l. ton simplistic a view, sinee the

affie and curh action. )

to balance the effect of s1

basic action is subject also 1o the mouthpiece
Invilved .-|u| there & a (S EH iy |-| ||'.|-||| s

being more productive than others.

DISADVANTAGES

Becanse of ils construction. largely in relation (o the
filting of the curb, the bit can chafe the lips and cor-

ners of the mouth if it 15 fGtied hizh enough to be

offective, Even mom importantly, the cheek above th
mauthpiess has 1o be made longer 1o accommslate
the bradoon ring. Very often i 5 made too fone and
i pccentuates the possible poll pressure as waoll as
contributing to the difficalty of finting the bil cor

m will be further compounded if

[elT] g’ -.l."u'.r'\- LLE] I IFe Venl

& Nk e rmitted. [The Pelham is

illwed in the dressage phase of Pony Cluly Junior

rv The Pellvaim oF fefl Haciive b o
IF ki thasory the Pelliam showld be an ine Clive tHiling

happily init 1 i= possible that they do so becous:

I tioem | ift. iemprescisi el not 1o dismanding, ane
o 1 eason il ks useful when dealing with a horss
o b lost comBchenos becoese of a danuped moath

Moreover, a Pelham is usually better suited to
horses with short, thick e formations that have dif-
ficulty in coping with the bit and bradoon of the doa-
ble bridle. Such a jaw formation is usually associated

with the thickset, cobby son of animal but the Palham

is sometimes (he better bit foa an Arab, loa
Conversely, the Pelham is not at all suitable for
long-jewed Thoroughbeed types, when the bit, if it is
placed high enough to be any good, causes the curb
chaim to rise wp out of the curh groosee and rest against

the thinly covers] jaw bones
DIVISIONS

The principle divisions in the Pelham mouthpieces
ans betweesn the conventional muallen ||||s|||!'|5||q-|: w, fre-
gquently in vulcanite, or sometimes in Bexible rabber,
nylon or a similar plastic: the ported mouthpicce,
cormectly named Hartwell but frequently  termed
Cambridge; the maore mechanically efficient arch-
maouth: and the very unintelligent jointed mouthpisce,

The first is a soft mowuthpiec: resting on the tongue
with Little or no pressure being exeried direcily on the

hars in response to the use of the curb rein.

The mrildest form of Pellinn iy probably that fifed with o
mvieflen (Rl f-moan ) mowthpiece of valoonite. I & o it in

CHIUFTRCRIT LIS

The ported mouthpicce allows for mom pressure
on the bars, as in the curt bit, and the upward curve
of the arch-mouth ensures the! @t does indeed mest
pvar the bars

The jointed mouthpiece makes very much loss

sense. Inevitably it squeezes the cheeks as the “n

cracker” saction is Induced, and it is difficult 1o ses
what accepled curb actlon e possible, 1T there ix 1o be
any action, however debassd, it is essential for the

curb chain to be passed thro

which is the case with most |
exceptions like the 5. M. [Sem M
b e
 mouthpioce assuwmes o v

Without this adiustme

L curb gro wien i

shape in the mouth. The same occurs, of cours:
when an India mubber or fllexible moath is used, bt

to-a besser degres
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SOME NOTABLE PATTERNS

The Hanoverian Pelham. once much used as a pol

wiark ratl VE i siranger itegory I is
mHable for wral 1. fodmted oo either sice, and
for 1k poll v he mouth
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The Scamperdale. named after the «

mido Iamous Oy the

nan and irammer up i

ling the Armv Universal or angle-chesk

hich has to be sccepled a3 a pract
Tangemenl and well Proven in vy ol IS mse

Pelhams are the
SM. (Sam Marsh). sometimes called the Faudel-

Phillips

averase shility, the two most eff

anii the Rughy. Possibly one might make up
# triowith the incluzion of the Banbury mouth made
ip with a Pelham cheek

Sam Marsh and Faudel-Phillips. enother prewar
horseman of note, both wsed the Pelham which bears
W O |'rr:l': o Ii‘:-':r names '-'I.l"i' SOIMe snoress,. arwd 1l
% am enfirely intelligent bit. (In Eact, whilst both gen-
tlemen were nsponsible for its popelrity in Britain,
it originated in the United States and was introducesd
to the British market by the Distas Saddlery Company
n the 1930s when Pelhams were very much in voge )

F—

\®

ke SML b

RS 0

reEsiriCio WL L3
FHieC ETL Wil (bl Lot G r
I properiy used

will and lower jaw

The Rushy, takine its name fi

Warwickshire which was
re E Hrifish
hameless) e T

a "false= We -
nid vV lnk Hi

curh chain to be fitle
can b masdde with a p
s perhaps the most
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owered and, in copsequence, the maoot . ROUNDINGS AND REINS
irried ower Ul I JLIES
sining con
f y little down t = -
pressu he latter i hair 1 2
ity strong downward r
the mouth. It is the Lo
L aths '
. Wh




BITS AND BITTING

CHaPTER 4

GAG BITS

ctinnary definitinns of the word 'gag” an ACTTON

i I [reeim ne nig and st
ilatin h 1 il ok, Mometheless h Wi 1
I 1 b Ll v 1 BEL 10
l | | bt 1 r hreaking horse i
| I ratiz] I Ll | throug I gexs 1T
LITHET S0 0 dlreowe the bt wpward in the horse's attached., In swil response 10 reli pressure thie roungd-
h'. The italics are mine. The distinguished lex ina slides through the holes in the bil fings and rais-
1 way | 1hu ik tlu il o | ird m 1 mouth, miving & clear

1 i 1 m i Al bt the 1 ndicati 18 horse t should lift the head
I b il DEing OFEwWn Pl 1 in th whilst ot the ssmee tna iXesls Sonme pressure against
1011l the maowth 1o bring the nose inwards. In the inlerests

I L th I (El | e | that 1 L0 1S 007 uIrmessson

esilted in mulli-ring snaffle-cum-curh bits being ible it one is riding a strong-pulling horse who per
Trtesrl uted riean i . with his hesd carried
i may properly and very simply be defined as a bestwesn his knees, nor is it other than a sensible prac-
jich. by rue ol the construction of the fines tice bo use g gag lo encourage 4 horse (in conjunction
ites the uwpwarnd, lifting action of the snaffle with active legs, of course) to lift his hea | rather than

tha corm I the mouth to persist in hanging downwand on the hand
g ol i to originate in the bearing, or Ihe old school of nap
heecl 1 1sed] on the dri | was- known as a 'hack
I vipgh, Mas l velablish ar creptalil
! | thior of Bleck Beouty, campaigned wercheck” was fitted with a
i 1 T tle douht Loy et 1 I
| I neteanih centiery the tigh fixed In ,......II,-.|...q.-|:.-||..|:|.:-.... Vi o/ wisted
i ! 12 v NREERTNN B (L I (RARE whiloh wonalel Tuave an e TR SHELTArY aciean
0] ITFSE, FLI i item ha [l PERTS ith care 1
l | 140 T o, skilhul hands if the arrangement was o operai
X fhoct th ! f (E |
| il Lieaid clicient in tl
1 I i werthisck w traindr
i
1
|
1
1
| |




BITS AND BITTING

[} I )
T I I
15111 1 L
Fihn b

1 150 | i

|
1 e 115E

171
11 ries] T
M i
|
g1k
1 | L

ed to increpse the

Id he chary of

gpuiite legitimate restraint for the big, highly couwraged
galloping borse, whose rider may often be a lish
woight voung lady.

In hoth cases the stromng --"'-'.'.':'r.in.'r_'. action of the
biridbe is involved in the degres and nature of the con-
tril exeried

It follows that if the bit applies an upward prossore

in the mouth as a resull of rein action. a corregpond-

ing pressare will be applisd 1o the poll through the
" l :

e head to which the chesks are attached. There is

then a sorl of both-ends-againsi-the-middle situation

The severity of the action will bo made more so if the

g is used in conjunction with a standing martin

gale, which. 1o some degree prevents the horse escap-

i@ tha [HESsures By rasing s head. Tl

--||||.-'-l-:| el
of & standing martingal is to all intents universal on
round and in conjunction with a gag bit

Liaer preake

em. ln event-

constitutes a most powerful control ¢

i the Martingale is not in evidence, although the gag

B
will b CLELRT ried by a nosshand of one [patiern. of
withior which closss the mouth and puts some
restraining pressure on the nose lo discourage the

hoad freem being thrown upwards

TYPES AND CONSTRUCTION

Any mouthpiece can be fitted with gag rings, eithes
loose rings passing through holes in the butt-end of

the :||||-|'5’:|| ece, or fixed eggbutl-type rings fike
those emploved in what is rightly termed the
Cheltenham gag. It is claimed that the eggbutt ring
is mare affective since this allows the mouthpiece to

drop maore easily when the prescure on the rein is

released, Nonetheless, the loose ring, particularly if

it is a large omee, is the more popular. The large ring

e, S

il course, §s in conlact with a large area of the 'I'I\'

and will help 1o einforce directional ol

well
A goe still in frequent use is that which incorporates

rollers round the ¢ ti

outhpioos. 1
liscourage the horse fromn avilv on the hand
30 iroarm sediEernge 1ts panw ag peLEb e e [his bt
while being an old patiern, used to be known as
Colonel Bodzianko® gag after one of the oreatest of

showjumping trainers. (Paul Rodzianko was a ms

i the crack Ruskian jumping team of pre-World
days which won the 1913 Nations Cop at London’s
International Horse Show. Afier the Revolution
Rodzianks came 1o Britain where he An a notable

training centre. He was respansible for the success of

BITS AND BITTING

NOrseEsan o iraines v

lent 1 th
War Il ke Mapenis snaffle. often called ‘Talbot

an example. In fact, of course
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v arul is g HER

nateriz]l that will prevent cha
nied by a similarly padded rear strap. More usually
nosepiece is a metal one coversd in leather, or in

||Ii:I o '.':I'I'I I'|i:.||| [5H 1 TRt il

SO & lancns .llli( 'l,-CI
in a rubhor tube. There are patterns, quite & number
if them, maide of plain metal rod, often tapering
owards the nose, and very often the American bridles

e ol :.-.:a.i|||:-.| wilh .-|||'|'||-|..'|| i .|:|';1I‘LEI||.. alap.

COMBINATION BRIDLES

Miany of the bridles incorporats a snaffle bit, usually
a pretiv sharp one. and for that resson are oot troe
nose bridles, The bit acts in conjunction with the
noseband and is set on the clweks, freguently in such
1 maner a5 toallow the bit (o slide upwards in what
is termed "gas aclion”

The lollowing is an inforesting description of o
combination hackamore gag' which might sith squal
justification be called a 'kitchen-sink hackamore’, It

is taken from an American catalogue:

‘Btainless steel hackamore with twisted wire gag
spalfle mouthplece and wrapped leather steel nose-
band. The combination works first on the nose and
II'.l'Jl 0T ‘Ill' |||\.|'.]1I'I I|?h|!||\|l I||:l|"‘|.' LT ma I_'I,urrl."'].""-].'ll_!
the sidepull action of the shank and gag tucks the
nise |1| l:hl' Iil'“lll‘

Furthesr comment is unnecessary.

FITTING

Properly used. the nose bridle is useful and often
commendable in (s own right or a5 an &llernative o
ihie conventional bitting arrangement. However, there
is no doubt of the potential to cause injory. Even with
the most careful management and lots of padding il
is possible to callous the nose, and an unpadded pear
chein can cause chafing, If it is low enough o ke in
the curb groove and can be secored in that position,
(b it is |ii;.|'5..-. that the noseplecn will .i|'\-:llh.:il1j.,"'lllil

loww over the nostrils

BITS AMD BITTING

CHaPTER 6

WESTERN BITTING AND
THE HACKAMORE SYSTEM

|||'.'l [:El.'i-\-tllhlll'l ‘{-.llll.ll'!:t'l...- lamn |"lf in the all-American” *:-;:-:-.|n N4l &150 8 Unigue of I-}-iI:; il
Bahamas in 1492 an the frst of his B gaited horses, the "exotics’ of the horse world, that
vovages to the New World the horse had preserve the traditions once so much prized in
been extinct on the American continent for BOOO I rogre bnal nowe b it bo the Cd Waorld |

vears or more, Yet within 400 vears of that momen America owes s Thoroughbreds and s supe

fous landiall there were over twentv-five million harmeeas racers to the eerly imports made from England

horses in America, a third of the human ||-:|i|:|I..I|-|I': [her haarness racer, the Amwecican Standardbred . was, i

Today America still has the biggest horse popula- Eact, founded on the English Thoroong i Messenger
than in the werld, It s the most varied and argoably 1 son of Mambrino, imported inio the LS In 1788
the most coloarful, America. besides il anormons
Thoroughbaed ||||i1.-.-I::. and its h |-:-'|_\ ey ] Wil Ui The i & o i : T M
dition of harmess racing. has its own long-established Bt Wy coninboc B 1 o meousth is o
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LTamsa by, when considering a curbh bit it will ba

foumad that the Neshy wngue will take pressure so an

¢ size port on the mouthpiece. or a shallow
ane, will relieve pressure on the bars. Conversely, if
the hars will accept a bearing, which is preferable, the
froert will mesed b be g larger one i 6 s o Acoomimo-
late the tongue satisfactorily

The thin tongue, on the other hand, calls for a
mild bit, perhaps o mullon mouth or an srch-mouth
v mouthpioce of soft, lexible plastic is also particu-
larly suitable, but is not permmitted under (e les of
Why?

TONGUE GROQYE

The frequently overlooked fongue groove will also
be an oceasicnal souroe of problems. [One wonders
\\I""Iil"!' IIII! !l il IIIIII-I"'IIZ"\- |||.!III' I:tl'!\‘--l_!_l' |"|'-|1“- |||"JII""
ciate the difficulties it may cause: | Should the proove
be shallow to the extent that it does mot allow the
toneun 1o Ve comiortably in i, additional pressume is
|I;h| el om the latter thal may cause dizcomfont I'.I‘I:\.
often the reason why a horse puts his tongue over the
bit (a habit discossed in the chapler "Common
Evasions'] is o avoid the uncomforiable pressure

neing put an n

ROOF OF THE MOUTH
Fimally, it k4 worth looking at the roof of the mouth,
Ik 3t is lower than the norm it may come inbo contact
with the P ol thi curh bit, whon the solution =10
employv @ mouthpiece with a shallower pon, The joint
il & plain spaflle mav alwo press aeainst o low ool
specially if the bit is too large for the mouth, The
iEWer 18 tn use a mouthpiecs incorpormting o central
Pt la joint like the Fromch bradoon

Presisure on the ool of the mouth will result in

(4] £ i, 1t Cohssglienos, o a |:||I-. unclerstand

puistance on the part of the horss

Lirs.
t this 1 i rather the cormers of themn
t broem chafing. The most uswal couses ar
a1 lia o rrow i bitt
b i | wnneressarily high in the mouth

. THE MOUTH AND FITTING

The: s of the nreuthisece poveens the extent of the

d Il ¥
rime on e Dears
bevaring on M D

€} abit hanging unevenly in the mouih because of an
unegual adjustment of the cheekpieces:
d) pinching caused by wesr round the hole through

which the bit ring passes

CurE GRODVE
Thie curh groove is the area just below the junction
of the jow branches, The area is comparatively
ingensitive being coverad in gristle, and this is
whare the curh chain should lie and Bt exactle. The
fit depends upon the proper construotion of thee bit
and the meticilous adjustment of the chain

Ahove the curh groove the fisw bones ame coversd
with only thin, sensitive skin and are therefors masi-
Iw chaaled. A lix war Al justment o the chain Lo the mis-
taken beliel that it will be loss sovere, ensures that it
will Fme up oul of the curb groove to b agminst the
jaw hnnes Ilr|||.q|'.5._'_.||||| |.|r||.||_'.|-1..- the skin and bhone

Isivath may also oeour

FITTING: GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

PaRTS OF A BRIDLE

A complete bridie consists of a headpioce in which is
I.||l.-:||]|u'|'.1||-'|.§ the throatlaich (it is pronouncsd in the
arcane British custom ‘threatfosh') & browband or
‘front’ |']'|H=!'L||ir:l..r'- or cheeks: a noseband; reins and
the bit or bits

In the double bridle there is also a sliphead,

from

'I.'l.'||_|_l'.|'| s ‘;\I.I.\r.'\ll_'l":ﬁ‘ll"l. |r'.|' Iil.l':il1|II a 5t I.I ',Iuli.' il

reins: and a lipstrap. A Pelham bridle also has a Lip
strap and two pairs of reins

Ihe sliphead is passed through the slot of the
browhand, the cheekpisce being fastencd to the off-

stuke ring of the bradoon with the buckle in Hoe with

N

THE MOUTH AND FITTING

that of the nos 1, which lies next to the head and
fastons on the near side. It is usual, and looks ver

much neater, il the buckles of

e !||-|-L||! i

G

which must, of course, be level = are (n line with or

i sl bl oo thie eve. The broswwband slot ina doubie bri-
e meseds to be larger than that of a snalffle o accom

musdate the extra thickness of the sliphesad

Rems

Ini the doubile: beidle, or swhen two 1 s e walks
a Pelham. it is customary for the lower curb reins to
he narrower by in :‘Illl:'.:, than the bradoon rein
ockeyvs and cross-country riders usually te a knot in

handpart of the rein at the buckle and. In the

evamtl of the rein having to be slipped 1o its full extent

61#? T
L A .--'-f . : | ’d’:b\'n fr"/;::\ﬁ
g —— 1 | o ,J:L//:
: | i h S
E;' - —— = S r—]
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==
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the strain will then be taken by the knot
the buckle fastening, whicl 1 thioses cirrumstances
|"n-_l|5|r wll hreak

':.-I-I'Hi I|||_-|| v reins fasten with a bouckle at the
|_-|||-|__|-||'. The buckle should alwavs be i 18 Frodil

[off-side) rein and the point or tonguee on the lefi, the

latter Iving under the right thamb
what the manuals say, but one could be forgiven b
msking “Why? Who said so

In fact. the buckle in the handpart of the rein, like
the cavesson nosehand and its recommended fittir
| sy |.f‘|.qE:I|'.' 11 "Miogehands has 112 o ifi il
tary practice and is really something of an anachr
nism. The buckled rein was divided so that it was
I...,-,.'r.|.. to connect horses to their neichbours on
elther <ide, and i wasz in the interet ol milit I
formity, as well as practicality. that the buckls end
was on the off-side rein and the poin r lot

the nedr-side

ATTACHMENT TO THE 8IT
Modern bridles have the hits attachad |
perfi v gafe if the studs are of Eumpean ma

meture with the possible exception of studs produced

ar usad by Eastern European countries, Buckle fa
temings are safe but lacking in stvle; in oo v foo
fEstenings are tee et option, being both neat sod

i Pl Fi s v
Onece upon & lime bils were sewn into the bridls
and in those davs no selfrespecting hunting man

wotald have dared appear in anvihing other. Mind vo

themre weare disadvantaoes: U bit could mest b remavied

whon

& bridle was cloaned. nor could a change of bit
be effected without the expense of re-stitching and s
on, which waz not good for the leather

L mecessity, times must change but 1 still hold
that brass buckies an a bridle are for gypseies and

diers and sre otherwise an alsmioatio

DanaER afias

There are two further. critical points in Btting
relate to bits, These are o do with the browbend and
the throatlatch

If the former s too short 1 P Iz the bridla head

THE MOUTH AND FITTING
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. k he ea g
1111 il | ] sliak
5 | b ill press vinest
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teeregise. bars and hips on that side. If it is used with a
drop noseband that prevents opening of the mouth

uiedd i, im adddition, it is Btted oo low_ @ i-\'uhﬁihh'ﬁ::

the central joint to bear painfully on the roof of the
mouth. A snaffle fitted too low may also knock ap
against the incisor testh, distracting the horse and
rausing diseominr

The bit is comectly fifted when the comers of the
lips are just wrinkled

Many modern snaffles are insufficiently curved
on both sides of the mouthpiece to conform realls
well 1o the -;:-ep' af the mouth, but it is p--:—-—rhlu to
find a well curved mouthpiece which encourages an

easy acceptance of the bit

FITTING THE CURB BIT

The fittinge of a curb bit is far more complex and exact-

ing. The brodoon mus! certainly |:||r.1-:~!1r:|||d to the

widih of the mouth. whilst the carb should fit as close

nigide of the '||J|- A lmu-li:-]--u ithaout pressing

on them

A commmon failine i= for the bit 1o be oo wide,
when it will be displaced to one side or the other.

When that happens hath bhar and tongue oy e z1rh-

pcted 1o painful and unequal pressures, and the
artion of the bit will b= :|'.'I+-r.-1.-||-IH1

Obvwiowsly. ton tizht a fitting will also detract from
the action in a similar fazhion. and apain will result
i discomfort and resistance

L meguad bearing of the mouthpiec: duee to the fitting

of the bt i very soon reflected in the carmiage of the head
and mouth. and in tem will have an efect apon the
movessel which can beoome unlevel and iregular

Whilst there are certain nllidlllw o the slide-
cheek corb bit, a fixed cheek will give 2 mome acco-
rate fit. The shide cheek, if fGitted 100 close, makes it
pesszible for the: lips to be pinched by the movement
of the cheek in the mouthpiece.

A notable failing in modemn bits is that the chesk
above the mouthpiece is insufficiently curved and so
rahe against the face, which swells slightly shove the
lips. more so in some horses than in others: To allow
for this conformation the cheeks should be curved
away from the face. Where the cheeks are vertical in
relation (o the mouthpiecs they can be bent outwands
using a vice

A century ago the bit was the subject of exhaus-
tive studies by veterinarians and horsemen alike.
and bitting was to all intents an exacl science -
although the emphasis was placed firmlv on the
curb bit apd its introduction 1o the mouth, What is
maore. the principles laid down by those horsemen
of vestervear remain just as valid a3 when they were
formulated.

Maodern riders do some things exraordinanby well
— the sports of eventing. showjumping and dressage
areall ;::Iiﬂw F‘.dﬂl!bll-!-dﬁt! maest cartainly the method
of riding over fences has developed in revolutionary
fashinn, but in comparison with their forebesrs they
are to all intenis ignorant when it comes to the prac-
tire of hitting — morenver it shows all too frequentiy

If we appreciate the effect of the bit. and partios-
jarlv the curb bit. then it is very clear thai the posi-
tioning ol the mouthpiece is of paramount
importance. The optimum position k= for it 1o be
enuidistant betwesn the lush, in the case of a gelding.
arud the first molar teeth

The militery ruling made after the examination of
humdreds of even thousands of horses, smd well
[TOVER OVer &n entended period of time, calls for the
111-11|'I]|p-1r-l = 1o e pt.:t ed ‘ome inch [25mm] above the
tush of a horse and two inches [50mm) above the cor-
peer tovoth of & mare”_ it is an excellent guideline, bt of
course, the golden rule is that the bit should e prlimcl

Measareroent of Bois

Re=hi. With an c=sbui?

t5 s o Phe ar

-

according 1o the individual condormation, which mav
well vary a litthe from one animal to another

Another very valuable guide, which also ensunes
that the curb chain is in the right place. is 1o ‘place the
mouthpiecs on that part of the bars exactly opposite
the curb groove”.

The curb chain can be adjested by tilting the chesk
of the bit so that the chain becomes operative when
the cheek is inclined at an angle of 45 degrees in rela-
tion to the vertical

If & mome immediate response is wanted by those
possessed of gossamer-light hand= the angle can be
reduced 1o bring the carb into action that misch sarlies
Such an adjustment will also result in Do more than
minima] poll pressure.

The curb chain is kept in place by the lipstrap
although the number of riders who see fit to dispense

THE MOUTH AND FITTING

with this viial ilem is suTprising

ipweard moven

bui, acoording (o the authorities of the last century. it
will stop the cheeks from ‘swinging forward and
becoming reversed. as they misht do. wene il absent
in the evenl of the horse throwing up his bhead

{_..jpl.u;', M. . Haves [(Stoble Monegement and

Exercise ond Foints of the Horse]l who wrole those
wards, continued: “When the cheeks are thns reversed
the rider will have but little control over his mount

I take his word for that

{hams. though betier suited to the ra2 with

a short, chunky jaw structure, causs their own prob-
lems. With the ex SN [ the E{L"_-.]l'- Pelham with
its independent iradoon ring, the longer length of
the Pelham chesk above the mouthpiecs will almost

always draw the curb chain upwards out of the curb

125
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CHapPTER 1

MARTINGALES

t is difficult to provide an exact definition of what
constitutes a tathing aid. A p
enoourage a horse to sfa) h :

terms. rather than hang
securing that organ, will a
moiith without the forme
5 may E:"-‘-!II'I"'!:" ERravway |

means of control proviced
indeed, the crux of the
general terms an ald to
BT Item fhat S08s SOma way o
action of the bit so as t
of control and
harse. In some ins
noticeably, and trdoed
o the basic bitting svstem, whether it be
r nosiehand, can altier the effe

Iy, In every case thea | UTrpose I &
o place or even fix the head and/ or the mo
thie bit acts evenly and decisive

Whilst the purist may reject the
regarding them as confirmation
training. there is no doubt that in m
they make the rider's job casier

without causing distress to the horse

STANDING MARTINGALE

The simplast form of control over the head positi
s that provided by the standing martingale

much disparaged in modern equestrian thinking an

e in instructional practic il i
with much fnesse by the old-time negsmen

a balanced outline. Indesd, there was a time wh
standing martingale was seen as ar

im “making the mouth'. part




oo e from i

I restralmnt

) recommended is for the and of
i be in line with the wither when, i
h the noseband, the mouth will be
el g Hrown up in an ovasive action
WCTES MOTE of [ess severs aooord-

W mosehand used. A ;-|.-|:|| CHVESS0I,

sspecially if it is padded. will act as a gentle reminder
that it would b appropriate to lower the hoad. When
the nosepiece is made of rope or rolied leather the
action is necessarlly sharper. whilst a nosepisce inse
with moetal is even more powerful in its effect — pos-
sibly unacceptably so. for il can cause bruising.

Ihe usual arpument against the standing martingale
is that it restricts the extension of the neck when jumip-
ing: however, this contention is entirelv fallacious.
When jumping, the horse's head and neck ane stretchasd
forwards and downwards (=0 long as the hands ares fol-
lowing the mouth and permitting that extenston). They
are i thrown upwards. and if they are, then some

prefty extensive re-schooling ks |--|!-:.l|r-| anil pl-r|n..-||;|-

an extendoed course of rding lessons as well

lhere is no interforence with extension os long as
the martingale is itted at the recommended length -
althiugh cleas

tizhtly ac

O thes |:||||- fiedel, thi standing martingale is 1o all

|:| that would not be the case if it wers

s obligadory, 1t is not much seen olsswhens, bt

if itz nse saves the rider getting a bloody nose as a

resull of &4 violent blow From the head of a wildly

excited horse, and if. by increasing the
possibility of a more seriows socident 15 o

thiere can b no criticism of its use. | is oe

giing o bt the hasrse

[Before World Wir 11 the ‘stick

regarded as 8 usefnl =id to
'."\-l.El'L martingale smployved a rigid cane ronnine fron

the breast to the rear of the nos

of the usual leather strap, |

could be fixed with some precision. the horse being

mquiite umable to svade the bit by th

o o “abeve’ 1, or by tucking thes nose
to become overbent and “bekind’ the bit. | sispect the
sl g narl ||':.--|- 15 roow extinot = and 1o any ever il

mAany e I"I"- Flers are CoiicerTo W ” 1 ul‘.l'i L

mouth’ ar, alas, appreciating the nessd to do sl

RUNNING MARTINGALE

In far more common use % the running martingale
which acts more directly wpon the mouth than the

nose, The martingalo divides into twe branches at the

breast, each end

each rein is passed. Like the standing martingale, the
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LAY for eing wesd with a funning
fnth=d wiilh H.."-.]:\.-.-|1 I wessn —100n
the bit. Th

Ierward and becoming caught up 1n

I prurpeoese is W prevent

a o, which would be far worss, over
2 tooth. In the last instance the horse is likely (o go
swifily into reverse and may come over backwards

It really should not be necessary to employ a fun-
ning martingale when wuwsing a double bridle
However, if 8 martingale is fited it shonld. logically,
be attached 1o the curb rein 1o support the object of
lowering the head. To 5t i1 to the hradoon rein is a

mitradiction in terms and action — the rein seeking

to raise the head whilst the martingale acts simmnlta-
neousiy 1 |!-r:r|_: it down

In-davs when attention 1o detail in horse equipment
was infiniely more pronounced, & maningale wsed on
3 ol bridbe would be ftted with a small triammlar
bttine that bad a roller on its base so thal it man easily
on the rein without the latter beooming twisted

A lhirther fnlc --’.:. in I:‘-1n- coiElFuc af A funpoing

narfingale and a verv logical one for ﬁd]]le OVET &

jumping course is the pulley type. In this eminenily
sensible pattern the rings are =&t on & cord passing
through a pulley at the top of the body strap. A= a
result, lateral movement and swifi changes of direc-
tion can be accomplished without causing the con-
fusing resiriction on the opposite side of the mouth
In an ordinary running martingale a sharp turn to l=ft
ar riu!ﬂ |HJ.!: an t1|J|HhEI1-e. contradi Irrr:l. pressune on
the other side of the mouth. a restrictive action which
is avoided by the up-and-down movemeni made pos-
sible by the pulley fitting

Both the stamding and running maningales
employ a neckstrap. a most useful aid in countering
anv misuse of the hit caused by a loss of security on
the part of the rider. To prevent its niding up it should
be sacured by a rubber martingale ring fitted scross

ihe body of the martingale and the neckstrap

VARIATIONS

The st constrvction of a -..’a|||1..'||g rll.plllllsﬂll‘ iz fior
the buckle adjustment to be at the 1] rather than at
the girth, and for the top strap 1o be stoutly reinforoed
with rawhide or somethine similar. This is particu-
larly neceszary for a polo martingale which has to
contend with sudden and often violent upward pres-
sures. Moreover, this construction is far easier lo
adjust correctly.

Two further patterns of standing martingale still to
be found. usually in the American catalogues, are the
Grainger and the Cheshire. The fommer combines the
body of the martineale with a besdpiece and nose-
band. the latter fitted in a position half-way betweon
that of a cavesson nosehand and a drop. The result is

i increase the pressure on the nose, and a sliding fit-
ment on the branches of the martingale allows an
additional adjustment to make the nose pressure
more of less severe. It was sometimes used in con
junition with a gag bit on very strong horses. Without
doulnt ihe horse might be made more amenable to
control, bt thete was a risk of the device becoming
u]j:,l.l_""-_-_'_:\.:‘\.u_nl'a i'l'lui Fl-l"li'u'lr‘:l- .!.ﬂ.nu"‘!l'l—l!l'\ rl""!‘rh-lul\‘l'
The Cheshire is another dubious piece of equip-

menl 11 b divided., like the munning martingads, bt

Another vanatros 2y the Groes

@ mosebamd and ¢

fhers Winacit o

TS
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=
the branches sre sttached by hooks directly to the bit
Viery much lesc Draconian in ile action i< the mar:

h fastens to a ring on the cavesson by &
InCOrporaEiing a coled Spring It allows

SO " ZIVE n the otheaieiss 1 mearl :__'1:| And s

sists of a centrepiece of |

. It is & sensible precaution sgainst an excits

getting his nose caug "|'!""“"' the

Lastly there is the Lrish Martin=ale, known collo-

i”':'l" as & E""i‘ of =pecs"; in fact i1 is no! 8 manin-

sale at all, for il exerts no nfluence on the bit. The

purpose of this pair of Irish rings is to assist the

reCt sction ol Uhe retr

being pulled over the head
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MARKET HARBOROUGH

are 15 that very effective. if muoch malien
ereiood, Market Harboroush. |1
[Ime tal e i) as 3 LSrnan eI

family of draw and running reins. beirg an improved

version of the basic runaing rein which astens u

girth on either side of the horse and is passed through

pl46L (The origin af the Market Ha
obecure. In Britain i1 became popular i

when it was made in the Wast Countr

namisd Vickery who mav have first mad i POTF &

inid a schooling rein of the same tvpe was in grnera

use in the civilian and military establichments of ths

cular customer. A stmilar rein was used mn the

hing of polo ponies in India between the wars

ild Ausiro-Huneanan En pire at the tun if the nir

leenth and twentisth centuries

The difaw fedi afial ||--.'| A Thie Fuiimnine
[there is a difference ] — has bes slled U
the monkev's paw’. and in that sense 1k

Harborough can be regarded as something of a

AIDS TO THE
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SLISE 3NY

nibing Beld, o for thad matter over a
m=e_ il is iry fm
LR TR

tightly

by a pair of less-than-competent

restrict the extension of

rs# ti hinllow his

et | il fa siris
i | F f e
ling I Lide | thie Warkest
I far mao histicated exer
i mf harncter of the running
| | i 1 et car
I l ess il 11y
i TR e K (11) i
o place the ho I 1T

sutzel and then tighten the

Thoreaftar

loozely at the wijitst

. " e ih i
menl gradually. making sure that 3

tion never

scomes over-restrictiv the horse

should be worked in the rein for just a few minutes
tha

nitially time boing progressively increased,

ire than fiftesn o

though 1o no m wenty minuies al
cach schooling session

Wh

st the horse is flexed at the poll, drops il

ind relaxes the bower jaw il can be ridden no 1lv on

the direct rein; it only ps the rein info play when

it abandons that position and attempis o come *shove’

the bit. It is worth noting that whilst the sdijustment is

the responsibility of the rider. the rein

is activated by the horse's own resis

[Aanoe M m |'|I..'I|||'I i I":ll"-""l oul-
line. However, with a svmipathet
t i = commpetence it guick

Iy realises that submission (o the rein

brings immediate relief from the pres-

sure experienced in the mouth
Whilst the

the rider in

framee, and althong
|

it is less likely to

e miisused than a draw of running

reim, s Lo the adjustment is

in |||-: Cofmectdy, 1! Gafh. i "|-I|'| =18

pocome Doth me

counles-productive ur

|-'-;:.--.| v active a

is absolutely essentlal that the horse

Viklhoe 10t FLLEEY P =t with

the hand as p result of the nder's driving aids push

thas

sl uiarters
gl iquiarter

on the head i= 1o jonore this basi sepual tational tr ith
and attempt lo impose a carri hand
1l v by Fidling from front to back instepd of vi

arsd. When that happens the hieirse shorfens the eck
inel in conssguence the stride, almost inevitably th
back is stilfened. and i i n thi lorehand; it
will also lose any semblan I straightness., sinoe i
will gmek 1o svade the imposed ootline by swinging

1o
e

sl
ol i

| %
vac 1}
I i

i
11

;

1
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CHAPTER 2

NOSEBANDS
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effecti 1 o I
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PMATE N 1

1 '} 4. I r
fingers botween noseband and horse
ey smestic addition (o the hridle
el s e marfineale is used. But if the
1L Fiaprpscl choow 1 hiole or two and the
el fustened snugly, it will bring about
wmtances guite sufficient, clo
I coonveEntional cvesso

gt incorrectiy, o Grandstand

buckle sewn on the

strap. Dropped down a hole o
two with the nosepiece adjusted closaly it will closs

the mouth e=lectively enough without s being fas-

teted wneber the it after the manner of the drop nose-

band - which, in itself, can become & sounce of

resistanos in some homses

DROP NOSEBAND

I'he drop moseband encircles the nose and fasten:
beneath the hit, and closes the mouth almost oom
|-'.-'5| v, bt it SRR has a3 it and fu I% IMmjaiex
wiiton that alters the primary concept of the snaffle
bit, As well as preventing evasion o thies bit, Mexi
is exerted al the poll and, so far as the encircling strep
allows, ihiere will also bes Dexion in the lower jaw, ilie
whole accomplished, of course. by a loswwering of ke
bead afid a etraction of the fose el The bl el
wcts very directly across the bars of the mouth to com
plement the lowered head position

I'he action and the consequent result depend for
their effect on pressure being applied to the sensi

tive part af the nose. It fallows that tf the mouth s

AIDS TO THE BIT
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FLASH

The very populas

long-forentten show

Flash noseband. pamed afier a

LI T

was devisod

riminally

GRAKLE

The Grakle misd after the 1931 Gr

- i W = 1
ro ng I itaElT v a to combine the action of a drop with & poseband
I jasi bl r i I
LY LGT isr lis hin al=ed that would provide anchorage for a standing mar- "
} I L i o the i
| g Understandal 1
p i 1 i 1 i v i fi I f1
I 1 i I thie i Lo
E - I mn I
i T (| oy prross [ til and
bt jrmae
I 1 [ | uafl 5 1 (Lt In
If ¢ gl amil 1 1 1
T 45 iy T q =i 1 antrod 15 &
] I It £ I
(| i 1 1 Wer 1A I i

sure point on the e is sited at the asaing axf 1
il o I Az = ¥ 1v 5
Tl i I Ir iesehand is a lame s | !
¥ i 3 I
o | hand is progs 1| 1 I i th e r i 1l
t becomes unacceptable when the

tahl he positionesd oo low on the face and will .fﬂl
obstriuct the nasal passages. The nosepiece should le i
X ¥in [6.5-7_5cm) above the nosirils on the end of | |
15 bones if it is adjusted lower than that the
experiences discomfort and has difficulty in

erl nstructed drop will have a tw
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OTHER NOSEBANDS

Kimeton Pockie
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CHAPTER 3

DRAW &

RUNNING REINS

he patterns of draw or running reins available

are very numerous, but despite one or two

Ingeniouns Variaions the prim ||:}-‘.1“- under]s
ing their use remain the same

For the most part these reins are condemmed by

iational governing bodies, the most wsual aphorism

emploved being ‘running reins are for experts, and

experis den't use them', o stabement which is patent

:_'. antrae, Skilled !'l'ur'l-.h.l il do wse these reins on
i tempaorary basis, and some of them go so far as 1o
endorse [commerciallv, one supposes] a particular
pattorn. [t is not vnreasonsble. therefore, o assumes
that some advantage is to be gained from their use

ilthaugh whether the same results will be obtained by

the |insxperienced is improbable

Among the erjuestrian I."l:l'\-\.l"l'l'.ill.l.: bodies the
Gesrrnan National Equestrian Federation is almost
ilone in giving a cautious, if imited, approval to the
reins. [ states that certain circumstances “nay jostify

the lemporary use of running reins (mainly as a time-

)
Y,

saving effort]”. but only with horses of an ‘extremely
dilficull conformation’. The statement bees the jLies.
tion. “Why bother with a horse of an “extremely diffi-
oult conformation ™, and in that situation bow humane
i= the use of the ein™

is |HJ.I1i:!|.:l-' Hl:r-r.gh 1o cnerect defects ¢ :1||.1.-o,-.|1 h:.
bad schooling. Whether it is acceptable to attempt
the correction of inhorent |.Jh}.-j!..l.i deficiencies is
oD 1|III'\|'.H|'|.'||‘I|'|-' (Thera is alzoa lacit HF}?!".‘I"-‘TI': for
the rein in teaching the Schoukel, the sessaw move-
ment of backward and forward steps made withowat

the intervention of a halt.|

THE DIFFERENCE

It iz arpuahle 38 (o what constituies 3 draw pein and
what a running rein. and whether there is a difference
in their action.

The invention of the running rein is sttributed to
the zobe Englizh Master, William Cavendish, Duke of
MNewcastle [1592—1876), and it was in conmmon ise
throughout the most glorious period of classical
equitation

The rein ‘runs’ from beneath the saddle flap, or
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just below it, and through the it rings before retum-
ing 1o the rider’s hand. I is then passed from the

inside fo the outside of the bit ring, 2 method (hat

reduces, if only by a |it

the i FUCCZINE
action against the face that becomes more noticeable
when il iz fitted in the oppasiie fazhion
The: draw rein is similarly fitted with regard to its
passing through the it :l':|:._'|-. LTI -:_r:gin...lu.« il the
girth and passes upward to the hit between the foreleps.
The methods of atachment are ]l*—;i'l-"lzl-.-.'|||-|- fonr a

difference in the action. the draw rein being by a lin-

e the more direct of the two sines i draws” the hesd
downwards as well as causing the nose to be brought
inwards. The ronning rein does much the same, bat
it places less emphasis on lowering the head

In fact, Newcastle did not differentiate specifi-

cally between the two. In the varliest depictions he

uses the running rein as described, but later pictunes
chiow h]1‘.‘| WSS '.'ll:’llh reins, and one musi |'-':|'|'|.'_'i1:I1I,"'

that he did so appreciating the difference in the

action and using one methad or the other as the cir-

cumstances dictated

PukPosE

The purposs of the rins is o assist in shorening and

rosrckinge e owt line, and to countes the evasions that

i frusirate that end. Most voung horses when

work within a frame created by the nder’s

skl T
legs and hands. will, indtially, seek to avoid the
restraint. Most commaonly. they swing the quarters to
o side or another, Some mav duck the nose or. con-

versely. attempt to throw the head upwards, or thoy

may Pwist at the poll. The ablem 1s overcoms by the

rid e imto lightly restraining

s legs pushing the |
fingers and then, when the horse responds, to ride
8

within the frame created for just a few strides. Little

by little the number of strides made within the

required frame i increased. and so it goes on

However, it takes time, thoueh a time that can e

brious wse of the rein, Even sa_ it is still

reduces] by ju
a matter of little by Little

To be effective, the rern, oF reinis, feed 6 e ween
in conjunction with a second rein attached dirsctly b

the bit. The sehooling rein i= then held Zin [S5em

e

BT @
gt
£ oy
i
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direct rein. When the driving aids

shorter than the

push ik s forward imto the bridle, the it will act
over the bars of the mouth and control is then passed
to the direct rein. Should the horse seek 1o evade and
lose the outline, the schooling rein will again be
brought into use

If the rider is tactful, the horse. which is far from
besima stupid. will Ui klw appreciah thal subvignscdin
to the direct rein saves him discomfort

Constant use of the drmw rein

sl reesistanoe o [e paart of Cive (irse

iz e obilitv of the rder o use the lese affectively

that is a pre-requisiie for success. The ideal is for the

nidoce & resull by oneoection - mover by force

It is untrue that experts do nol use running reins
bast i = & fact that TURNIT Feins are 'll:"l.|l-‘:"'-\-.
Use of the rein by riders with less than offective lees

s almost alwavs disastrous. Such nders comee to rely

on the rein and are deoceived into thinking that they
are shortening the outline when, in fact, they are only

shortening the nek and not the whiale horse

AIDS TO THE BIT

CHaPTER 4

—

SIDE-REINS

ide-reins can be used for short periods w
'i||l horse s Fdden under sa 8 3 Ll I elp th
rider establish an acceptable frame withis
1 which the horse can be worked 1o |
dan 11 measu

beine oo ‘|-_;"|'.'. rljuste

hiwrse s become accustomed 1o circling the traine

Initially the reins are loosely adjusted: they an

1 L Luly TTIET I
I 15k that the hor
attempt 1o evade th niact by tkine the nose hack
and puiting itself ‘behind” the hit. Conversel
1 5

- o W e —




& plasn

tment which 1s stia

L O

il preference is

nset with rubibe

ki thie nose in

-I = It sl Ir
1 & [y
18l rt p
(| brcrrme '
otract thi
then carried
% Al =

cather rein w

for a moller fitted with

e msnde el (1
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CHAPTER 5

BALANCING REINS

: |
ight there is every likeli

hack and raising
rlassiral schools was
ith armpir
ched to the bit ing in

wily Foller hehind. My

alancing reins have an undoabted effect very like it existed in the horse-lore of the pre
af varvime heights. Tt i= B ipon the bit. In reality they exter pe Lnrist 1 I chair 1
he height as necess ciple of the basic rumning/drmw rein 1, Lk I is i b
irriage assumed by th | the latter, seek to Influence the outline of the horse QEnCe OF S EXIRIENCe 1S Prov e
asibly one made of placing it within an effective frame, and doing so in emple of Rameses [Il at Medinet Habu, and that
avs prederable to ovl pretty quick time. The modern ones claim to enc 2] I R
vy signili vislgh age and establish a correct muscular formation. and Between the wars. balancing reins —or be
there is no doubt that they are more comprehensive | = by A et mes K
r rings or a strip of els { in their action than the relatively straishtforwand wete peit of Ehe equipiment of many probssshonal yars

take' effect may has T

=iy i5 a allacious one Probably the most important of them in «

wir posilive enoourEse- vears 15 the rein developed, perf

e arid mofe particalas sively marketed by the late Peter Abbot-Da 161 I olially 1 I ol xistine |
e horse lo evade the its arigins can be traced to long before the running patterns tha rt THf

i pontsaet wiith the bl Foat -

I CORECT Wikh The by reing of the classic Renaissance period. 5 | ing aids durir i

wyards the chest

howeht that advocates
he left on the circle
1 its partnaer
tos ber bent in the direc-

SOMENGE: Joehcaad, Dl
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Wetortal evidenoe shows that siich equipient was m Nonetheless, e .|;_;_'|_-I|-i.|| kev alone with the oul

regular use at the Spanish Hiding School m Vienna line it produced. and which Caprilli had rejected

mutrigh! in the formulation of his forward svestem ol
riding. exactly reflected the thinking of European
e 3 i i horsemern. and perhap=, to an #ient. that of the clas-
THE DUMB-JOCKEY = S :

sical schoals also. well up to the early vears of the

wrrioad prpor o World War I, despit Vi twentieth contury

eace of dumb-peckevs and the schooling pl
o oy & ek A MR
tablishment inveighed mightily agninst A\ later variation, more complex and more sophist

t was t Io in more recent times sgainst con ceted. was the Distas bonding tackle which to my

I patierns of balancing bamess. [t was certain knowledss was being made and sold as late as
bt the dumb-pockey produced a stiff. hollow 1965, 11 is wery doubtful 47 it could be obtained 1oday
that it was unduly resirictive; and that i even if it were wanted, but for the serious horseman
v forward movement. Some author and woman it is worth studving on account of its
1 nndemned i as beinge crael. Withowt great ingenuity and the purposs that lay beshindd s
wlenitial for great cruelty, and b deskgn. Furthe ore, it emphasises once more the
I srriare horsss. an area i ol [ring I_|..._ invioly Fthe tail 1o pro

ely emploved. might well have duce an outline and & made mouth
Eatrle miynss The bridle is frankly elaborate but emplovs the
il fsvour today, when our simple four-ring Wilson snaffle b pul pressure on
I wir horse 18 con thes nose pather than the moath. The nosepiece. held
(L ¥ i b i | Lraag elastic. Pulloys

lThe briclle s
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F1 accmaed fromm working U horse Jodoss

rt regular periods. With the teckle htted
il was then possibie to drive the horse in long-reins

I helisve the r-"-|l--||- obtained remarkable resulis
with this tackle, but there i po denving thast it
recguired the most painsiaking .J-JIU."'l!!J-\.'Jll and areal
oxporienoe wihen working the rovr s

these reins recognisad the need to involve the

Bail
qpuariers of thie hicrses, #lue Distas more than the dumb-
jockey. During the period there were 2lso simplified

mouthing tackies, like the Carlburg, which was prob-

ably devised in Leicestershire dealing yvards. Most of
them, however, -.-;'-:*.':.r--l only on the horer's fopedianad
anid falled on that account, as do many of the modem
shasrt-eut” reins

Obwiously. some of these reins in skilled hands
must have produced satisfactory resulis, even though
they are at vartance with the principles we bold

toclay, Their passing from (he eguestrian scene marks

o, SO \hier waiershied in the long |~r1-g|r~-\..~il-ll ol
horse training.
T'he Abbot-Davies rein one crliraged thio |'lT|'l|'|'|l':-

tinn of other, similar reins, very few, if any of which

sachiedd the potential of the original. All too often

it is the less-than-competent who are attracted to bal-
ancing roins and uss them as a means of short-cutting
the quiet, logical progression af basic schooling. In
those circumstances il is P waible for the horse 1o
become stiffened throughout the body, for the paces
o become impossibly restricted and for the horss,

with good reason, to be made sour and resenthal

THE ABBOT-DAVIES REIN

lin all thas waelter of aitificial devices the Abbotl-Davies
rein stands om its own. and it should be recognised as
|||'|-|||-:_-,|:|-.'.I-:l:| diffrerent ¢ ATEEOTY .4|I|J!r.|'F|u-r Unlike iiz
predecessors it is designed priumarily for use under
sacldle and thus incorporales a high degree of rider
involvement.

It algo epitomizes in ite introductory action the
practice of “lail-reining’ which has been with us in
ane form or another ever since Rameses and probally
before. Nonetheless, it contrives to avoid the pitfalls
of the dumb-jockey type of balancing rein, by being
conceived as a r]'-}ii'l'li.'l'l: svslem mn its own Tlﬂhl
Clearly It can be: used correctively, but it is far rom

being a last-ditch instrument of cosrcion.

Peter Abdsof-[a
Reim which is stall i
prodeciion. In skilfial

ies Holoncirg

1% -.’.‘--:ll.- TRR R T

faetrpg 1 n a melafreefy
shart poriod of time. Heme the

revim i showm i Posb

-
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Exwem g0, and despite its buill-in safeguards ta pre-

viEnl resistance, 11 ks o8 Tood Thal rermains on 1% sl

us the man or woman who operates it, a truism that

can be .;|'-|'-.||'l|. to amy --:|-|.I..'r.|-||..| aid from the snal

fle up

il reazson lthe lale Peter Abbod-

Davies marketed the device from a AP ialist ri 1”"3-'
centre in Northamplon devoted to its use and pre-
jrans It imstroot intending PUrCHASER

Foremost among the balanoe-ty P oINS 15 ihe old

rein. In essence Ahbot-

Davies combined the principles of tail-reining with

aiptiadlv

thise of the running rein. m 1 the J

inhibiting action of the latter by the use of a ‘shock

absorbing” system |1|'";'l' NOIRg Upon an i

lew and a precision-bulll spring arrangement
Horsemen have always been aware of the tail as

o sodid] sonk Lo sodtie of el CpLEes LT i ||!-.-| lems. Hold

up the tail of a fractious foal and it almost immedi

alaly comes to hand; moreover with thi

held wp
it is quite unable to Kick. To teach a horse 1o run out
in hand without hanging back it i= only necessary (o
putac wil round the dock and aring the ends of the
rope forwand 1o pass through the bit rings: holding
the rope ends, one then moves off and the horse fol-
lows willy-nilly. Il Is, indeed, being led from its tail

and the same siralesem can be used on & reluclant

loader. (With a little inpenuity a 1ail- also he

wee on the dddon horse, although |

irmag 1% s Was wfined to the more recalci-

trant subject, wha jibbed and/or bucked with some
bt b |

To achieve the obpect of cheating an effective oot
line the Abhot-Davies rein was concerned 1o bulld ug
thie muscles of the neck and back cormectly and in &

rel atively shor space of time = or, of course. i could

sl of schoolin
raised, thi hack

AIDS TO THE BIT

2 From mouth to tail with a rope that is p I'te s 1 position [
through a soff -.|'|:-':--\.i~.:.'1 gleeve, again via th wete o introduce the horee 1o the roin ar

shock-absorber the initial rounded © st it
3 From mouth to behind the ears by means of a emploved sparingly and with svmpathy
rubber connection ing a period by the inexperienced it o
s& of the horse, causing pa | i
The last position i isisal v associated with lings shof lessofns of no more than fiftes
wiork, but il can &iso be used under sedl I pwri- the tradr 15 &1 ol pl
duces an 1'\.uﬁ,!_l'r-'.f_--| lowerine of th head and neck the rounded ootlins:. Thereafter the reir
causing the shoulders to rise and encoureging greates r-a hooster role, being used for just a sl
enpazement of the quarters nee a month. simply to re-establisth




AIDS TO THE BIT AIDS TO THE BIT /

CHAPTER 6 A

= DE GOGUE

f T 1 b 15 t I k I I THE
|
' T oy 1 [ nn of the Chambon. Ind
|
\ belong & @r n 5 I I iit S 1
respects they can be regarded as bala nig reins that tl ArTi i th
although that term was never used by their E i i
s : ki Fi
ral thinkin I W I
k | Dis < FEg 5 K
Abhbot-Davies there 15 no reason pot to sccept the tatinn
ERSernon, Tail In et experiencedd Banos, aocom i le 3 Ve L -
R THE CHAMBON
ed by less than effective = are inherent e cla | precs of 5a
langers. The initisl position of mouth 1ail. im ad by the innovat tradition thut A Ithaoush the nhan is not in cenorsl vs: thet it

particular, demands an advanced degree of compe

tence or the presence of a skilled trainer supervis- eld that both rein I Ly 1 ry diff
g I B [ ¥EN ':'|+‘ ] A portia i i | I 1 I
the rein wo s lax

e embarking on 4 syslet . -~

ied to & deep understand-

|
i
e

)

¥
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lensive s often seen as being ths
(5 L 1
CoHSTRUCTION
The Ch hon comprises a folt poll pad ftted with a

in either side and lastened over the |I--'\.-i-||-li-'|.l-

wiidle. A leathwer

By

s hunent Estened

e |

or

nale divides into

el vy [ied Do |.-'-..- o a roller or s

Io these bmnches ame

breast

fittedd with snap hooks. The cords are
pessed through the pullevs al the hesd and are then
taken downwsird= o :,.-.u.r--l?mt-ir ringss. the bit besdng
n a bght lun

It 1% preforable to work in a thick mabber or val-

! CEVCSSOHL

yite mullen-mouth snalffle or one of the Mexibls

e

ALCTION
Thio emq

meck, and in competent hands will result in the shoul-

nment causes a lowering of the head and

raised. the back rounded and the hocks

ore actively under the body. There will be
notabie Improvement in iance, and the oinks of

the hip, stifle and hock will be flexed stronglv. In

timmee there will be a significant munded development
of the upper muscles of the back and quariers
The Chambon limits only the upward movement

of the head. It does not restrict a lateral movement.
nor does it prevent the head being carried forward
and downward.

Should

1o evade the action it is countered by an uf."l-'u.r.l‘ﬂI

head be thrown upwards in an effort

movement of the bit in the mouth. together with a

gentle pressure at the nerve centre on the poll. At no
time iz the restraint imposed a beckward one that
might restrict the stride and so disturb the halance.
This seemingly illogical upward pressure is contral to
the Chambon and critical to ils ection. There is, of
course, no risk of the mouth e ng |i'.1|:|.1:._|1:-|,|

Huorses guir klv learn to lower the head and work
within the frame imposed by the equipment, and
without the emplovment of forceful mesns. Used con-
sistontly with a VOung horse the Chambon creates a
rounded outline which can be maintained by com-
petent riding and occasional reminder lessons in the
equipment. It will encourspe & rhythmical. balanoed
movement. and improves immeasurabhly the Aexdion

of the joints

Nonetheless, the sncces: of the Chambon, like
everything eise, depends upon it being used intelli-
Synri_'. amnid upHin the trainer insisting --..-'.‘nl_\'\- Wt i
ensgetic, free forwand movement onginating in sctive
u~r|_u..|gr~.1|wn1 of I||-- ||-|- ks Introduictory work

s=tment of tee

out comrectly and the subsequent a

cords are particularly important

METHOD
Initially the horse is worked loose in the traimine
arena with the rein Gited loosely so that it only comes

Entc FII;H. at a r|'-l:||' ol the heail benfig carriedl. o

throwmn, excessively high. The o e then Hg

ened Hitle by Bittle and dav by dav until the resiramt

is such that the horse carries the

withers gnid the nose on o Jlevel with 1h

this |lni|:'|1 the horse b

relaxed, rhvihmical trot that = the

Chambon and the most prods

flexion, muscular development and overall balance

lessons ild not oo any acoount

The [rst
excesd hftesn minutes in duration otherwise the
wnaccustomed form and the increased use of the mus
cles will canse discomfort to the point where the

% of the loin

horze ig aching in the muech

Nothing. of course. is more likely to cause resent-
ment and resistance
Once the hoirse works easily 1o either hand on the

funge the training sessions can be inereased up o @s
much a3 thirty minute<. the equipment being tish

ened during the last ten minules 1o encowrass
increased wie of the back as the horse i3 s=nf forwand

from the whip inio the hand. The whip

just as essential as the arrangement of th

Unless it acti to dive the h-tru:' coatinually orwand

into the hand there is no value in the exerciss
On the whaole, it i the trof with which the Chamibaor

The cinler is not a gait

i= most closely assochated
approaching the brot in terms of making full use of the

biody and cresting muscle B s not, of should qot, b

attempted until the trot work &s firmily establ 1. a
cerainly not until the horse has been working in the
equipment or upwards of two months

Because the head is patunilly carried soamewhat

AIDS TO THE BIT

he (hambaon

5 LIS |||'.

Fifarirme arornd o | funee, | funeeme
¥t
Whilst the Chambeor sl writh great s
the training of the Iig 52, it can also be
pilvantgae i ting the e =
devel ent of older horses that o 5
-;;..l"._ wrect ddine and methods of &
DE GOGUE
Whilst the do Caog tmindy eopam:
the prin nphicit in the of the C}
s fr o just mn in i vier
ter lbe imveent d | I wir
ndead. he s ik aTERs
arl s = e I I ]
w L isiss 8l = il T fa
thougt eisa kel 5 14 1§
two feins. the rainks ’ w the de G
11 precise and probab I i
(L ETLgT il M T {1
il H 1 L e T e
E ¥ s TR T I I
I 1 o the bad - I {
ik I I Akl e 5 L k
£y e e thaes st fimess o P T
the thres greas the m s it i
beeast b Ll ¥ - 1 Bl Irog
e | Lhia L B AEELT 4
m = of the nang . K L
head ¢ in the I position
thie adjustroent
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THREE POSITIONS E LN
The independent position is that used on the lamnsse. -

an infroduction to the rdden work. Because

i more precise adjusiment afforded by the appa

o 1o increase by a litthe the flexion at
| | g bl 'rr IS IWards o give a imine

irriage of the hesd and neck, although

21 il [0l &) - 3 LEE 3ASUE Al L4
I hird by grad lilges and I
It iree, PneErgetic movemant

| the horse beooming overbent iz obwd

« rein beiow the smeal '_._.I-

]
-
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CHAPTER 7

COMMON EVASIONS
TEEnEmErs S

i justed oo low in the mouth, is an invitstion (o the

ing or an i-fitting. or carelessly adjosted., bridé horse to avoid the discomfort by putting his 1onguee
Iheir 1o LV IH] i 1% that of gt (T i 1 | il e hia firsl action to e
mgue over the bit, This oocors when the tongue is tikem 10 correct the evasion is to remove the joimed
drawn back and then clai iped over the top of the siva e s eplace it with a simple mulles makith

suthiciently high i the mouoth. Very
larming degree. In extreme instances the loneoe may ifteny the change alone will provide an immediate
e drewn hack so far as to block the larvnx, when the seelution; if nol, hurther measures will be nocessan

ditinm is described as “swallowing” the tongue and An old remedy is the rubber juba port which can

¢ is a risk of choking. In any eveni the horss be [asiened round a mulien mouthpiece so that it is

1 i audden stop pointing o the rear and lies over the tongoe. Bits
i1 te" may precispose a horse to retract its be made with a central tongue grid and are usually
ongue. A shallow tongee channel mav be the canse effective so long as the bit fits snugly to the chesks

| the tongue he unaged by bit pressure, or it A tongue erid suspendod in the mouth above the hit

. .

L] therwise bhecome b .----|||_.|.|.|'- | 50 thal the provides anoller solution Dol s something of 8
mfort experienced causes evasion. Most often o thful

d the trick of laving the tongue over the There is then a piece of equipment which nsed o

ies habatual - the resull of careless be known as a T.0.B. device. It was made of two
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circular pleces of stout eather fitted to either wnd of
3 mullen mouthpiece and connected by an adjustalile
sirap The device ratses the bit in the mouth & G
requisite in these cases, but also places a Hitth

suri on the noss which is probably an additional hel

in countering the problem
In the racing indusiry, not noted for its appr

tion of the niceties of bitting, the Dmaconian deterres

@ gtrap adjusted tightly round the lower
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STRAIGHTENING BITS

Fhese bits are within the province of the mcecourse
il are vssd 1o connler the difficulties caused ||.-. the
hasrse (hiat i'\ ine-sided” in ||;-|' :_l-.||| ||.-|||w- PETS i5-
lenily to one side or another or, in steeplechasing, has
bl copnel ther knack of running down the fence to the
embarrassment of its jockey and the exasperation

succinctly expressied. of his colleamzes
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Tanging to

Lhi] R far

e oth

% hrush priq:Lr-r used on whatever side was noed
il was once a popular rer 1wy for the horse that
would st mun straight. Imitially it works, but horses

can get 5o used to #that its effect is lost

anti-lug bit a pointed snaffe with one side of

piece shortar than the other, can be of some

by urply curved short gide being fitted on the

h the horse hames

traicks and are consequently particularly conscions of
sl Tage |1|||.t-.|'r|'.:~, ||-|'| ol VErety I! |r|.£|.':.il s |||:.|-i-_|\.||l-.

somne of them bormowed from the har

55 TRLOTS.

PULLERS

(M course, there are all sorts of *sirong’ bits, many of
which have been discussed previously, but as good a
remedy as any for the confitmed tearaway. and one

that causes no pain, is the nosenel fastened by small

straps over the muzzle. Admitiedly there i= a shighi
prissum on the tender mozzks, but it is the very fact
that the el 15 there that causes the horse ta draw
back trom it. The elfect is almost entirely psvcholog-
tal. but it works

Cab-horses in the davs when they were recrutted
from the hard-mouthed cast-offs of the meecourse
were often fitted with a nosenet 1o the very real inter-

esls of control in crowded city stroets

Part VI
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DRIVING

v when the streets

i 5 prncipal CITNesS Wi hoked with every

enpt of horse-dimwn velilcle the varety of diving bats

was enarmous, far exceeding the number of R g hits

18490 in London alome there was a horse population
h worked in dr {19 75401
own like Milwaukee,

12 S0 hiorses

Toidaw the chodoe of 3 drivine hit is Br more limited
gnd is really centred round three basic patiemns: the
four-ring Wilson snaffle. the Liverpool and the
Buxton, the last two offering a number of variations
o Thels erisscinaction

The Wilson is attached o the bridle head by the
12, the reins being Rstened round both

1 the action s a mild one. The action

rings. whot
becomes more severe if the reins are buckled only o
ihe outzide hit rings, hecanse the nuicracker effect i=

[t intensified and there is a strong sgueezing

The Liverpool bit is made in vario

positions [if the cheek 3

fFiL vy ciend i

cherk. piving a little curb action } middle bar
]-h:.d'.l.- ing mare curd action: and (4] botftom bor

giving stromy curd action. Howarver, L

emploved. If the bit is made w
I!h-l--. h“‘-"'l. 'I:'p'.-t' '.1.|3| be the addition of the Ul P bhar

giving curh action between th

III wi BE PO SRENEY -:'I."' I!'..'II':'." I-rll EESEEN NG
A further variation on the Liverpool is the elbow

Hil it which the cheeks are = i back &t an AfEheE T

prevent the borse taking hold of them with its teet}

It offers the same number of pei peesitions
PAIR HARNESS

For sportin

suitable
between the botiom of the cheeks to prevent them
from b

bridle o
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[In the more formal turnout the more ornat HARNESS RACING

Buxtan hit 1= preterTe: . The acti s much the samd

EL I.'|||||'||| Liverpool, ama e vl chiesk s A Haimitss I | g  tellect P ST
alwavs jodned at the botton v A crosshag wiuiremsenl | B lorse 1o ran car
'\|.||'||:..-.-|\.|.|I.-|.. Win v [rom & s i stratel 1 the fromint. It i indesd. ve

wdditton of o coupline rein Hore are Pwo “deaughl 1l that it Ll | ¥ hen i
reins from the outside of the hits o the whip P fit
ldrivers) hand, and e ypudimg rdne baackled to th 1 il b

draught reins same 24in (61cm) from the b
5 fastened to the left of the off-side horse's hit, ans
the other that is attached 1o the dgh f il il

fastened 1o the right side of the near-side horses bl

I followws that wheen thie Lef pein i poalled ath b

urn ta the left, and vice vers: ' _::: A Dt

The exact adjustment of the coupling reins is r B _‘jh"‘
critical laclor in pair driving, the aim being to havi | --‘ “
both horses moving with their heads held straisht | L, T, |
this front. If the relns are oo long ntact 15 on thi L}k . 'Fi:_f
witsice of the horses' mouth 1 b iratim s 'I JL\ L L2F
il ton short, then the horses” heads will be her Mﬂl i :1'-.5'.
!.'.U.-:r':.'\-

Bearing reins are an aificial means of miging (b
b carriage. They are nol much seeq in Brital i ? |

ire still inoorporated in some America

harness. These are two types, both involvinga
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roll, much der 1 in | I J !
weopikin mid”. These ane sper 1 I
ir {-racing both in Eur amid 1
i irm the s n l [ I
L} = I I MT: ot I il
; BT } adow 1ol [aiter & 1
i clendin I lgnves | I ]
| 14 I | | ire fitted | i
I i i I h [ 111 SisE ralgn
v Ll 15 Wl Gt i 1
gronnd in fr 1 i m - ELL
I ) rk ha track a
*a 1 ITT1E 1 e fi iafr
1 v Rof Do o ja Eal her than t} vientl il dhas
| | | like k il

side. A popular one is the side-liner. which has an wear hobbles round the g5 o prevent their breaking
axtension to the mouthpiece protruding (o one sid thar gadl, and becauss of thi restriction they appsar to
‘nother straightening device is the head pole, fitted at its end with a ring 1o which the rein can bs be more concerned about tripping and the groun:
runmng from the noschand to the driving saddle attached. Obviously, this arrangement aives an exia ndesfomst and can rea oletly @t real or imagined
alongzidne the nock and head. The poles an “'I"’“"'E" leverage which may well be enough 1o keep the head ol I= (T vund. In & situatio
cally adjostable 1o whatever length is requiresd. To straight horses ate m g in close proximity &t high speed

reinforce the action of the pole it can be fited with a An additional aid in harness racing is the shadow shving horse is just not an
hall or a burr, a length of leather studded with blunt

riveks, where il comes in confact with the neck,

Hamess racing hits, disregarding those designed

joinied or straighi-bar and are made to fit very closely

most patierns having o bk box prevent any |:-'|--'-iil'.ii|'.
f their not remaining absolutely central in the mouth
I'o assis] the spag i still further, use is IE!\-II .1i|l"i‘.' (1]
n strag
heres are very many ingenious bit patterns to
vith the horse which persists in leaning to one
/.'-_- Ty
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il F‘;:_ strongly when excited, To counter th araway, of at

.?K\ <= R . Iz :.-.. :. .-. l‘ - _.:..I-_.
\*:\“* ed devices. The principal amongst these i the

\ P 'q‘%‘ overcheck r the e COMTLENON heck pein
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[ SERAH R e b oLl i.-__.:' !:‘.":".' 1hat
ynfort in ibe hoises mouih led 1o increased
. 5 ——_
g b arl o CLOMTIar ne relaxalion I
I pEnVIng Ml [ | |
efforts have been made to provide a monthpiece b A
hie bit that woe b an encouragement o these =
[ . % @1 1 i

p
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